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New Heart and New Energy!

by Quendy Raymond, Executive Director

I cannot wait to begin my journey with Kaleidoscope!
This summer my son participated in the Summer Kids program at

Kaleidoscope. Very quickly I saw how wel l the kids, student staf f, volunteers,
teachers, and program staff worked together to cr eate a fun, lively, educational,
and nurturing environment. I am very excited to add my energy to this equation!

I have lived in Minnesota for practically my entire life and will probably never
leave. Growing up I participated in many programs similar to the ones that

Kaleidoscope offers. They helped me gain self-confidence and added academic and social enrichment to my
life.

For the last six years I have worked at Simpson Housing Services. I spent four years working as an
educational support advocate and coordinated monthly parent workshops and family events.  Through this
position I was able to help connect formerly homeless parents to their children’s schools and to extracurricular
programs in their communities. For the last two years I managed a rental subsidy program at Simpson for
thirty homeless families. As a program manager I learned much about the ins and outs of managing a
successful program, however my work was mainly with parents. I have missed working with kids, and am
eager to bring my skills and expertise to Kaleidoscope’s mission and programming.

As the new Executive Director, my first day is September 11th. Please stop in and say, “Hello.” I look
forward to meeting you and getting to know all of the vibrant members (especially the KIDS) that make up
the Kaleidoscope community!

We Had Joy, We Had Fun, We Had Many Days in the Sun
By Maria Cooper, Program Director-KKP,KSK

Our Kaleidoscope Summer Kids Program was a big success, thanks to our dedicated teachers, TA’s,
volunteers and office staff. The children brought f riendship, patience and positive energy with them every
day. I n the classroom, they were engaged in thematic units such as Frog & Toad, dinosaurs, drama & plays,
outer space and the rainforest. They also worked very hard in math, reading and writing to challenge
themselves and improve their skills for the upcoming school year.

I saw many positive changes in the children during our eight week program. The kindergarteners
learned how to write their letters and numbers, build friendships and how to follow rules in the classroom. The
middle classes learned about solving problems, helping each other and creating a community in their
classroom. Our oldest classroom learned about how to volunteer and work with kindergartners, how to be
positive role models and how to work as a team to accomplish their goals.

We hosted 6 Americorp VISTA tutors f rom the Minnesota Literacy Council during the last 4 weeks of
Summer Kids. Children in K-3rd grade were paired up with a reading buddy to work on literacy skills such as
sight words, letter sounds and comprehension.

...continued on Page 2.
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Community Report
By Laura Weghorst, Former Staff and current
Board Chair

THANK YOU!
Kaleidoscope wants to send a big THANK YOU out
to...
� Felicia Fine, who served our program for five

years. Laban Ohito, who stepped in as Interim
Executive Director for the summer.

� All the KSK staff, who helped to make this
summer one of our best ever!

� All of our volunteers, who continue to give freely
of their time and ener gy.

� The Board of Directors for their continued service
and extra help.

� Kay Sticha for her diligent volunteer work behind
the scenes.

� Our funders, who continue to provide needed
resources.

� Kaleidoscope kids and families, who stand by our
organization and bring life to our programs.

� Our partners and all of those who have offered
support to Kaleidoscope!

Kaleidoscope in Your Inbox!
Kaleidoscope will be transitioning to an electronic
monthly Kids in View newsletter.  Please  sign up

for our email newsletter at:
www.Kaleidoscope-Kids.org .  Click on

Newsletter , then cl ick on Subscribe to our
Kids in View E-mail newsletter . “Hi” from Katie

By Katie Knopff,
Volunteer Coordinator 2006-2007

Hi, my name is Katie Knopff and I am the
new Volunteer Coordinator at Kaleidoscope for
2006-2007.  I am a member of
the Lutheran Volunteer Corps
(LVC), which places volunteers in
ten cities across the United
States.  This year I am living with
six other LVC members in the
Winona House in the Phillips
Neighborhood.  I graduated from
the University of Minnesota this past spring
with a Bachelor of Individualized Studies, with
concentrations in Asian American Studies, Race
Relations, and Psychology.  I also minor ed in Korean.

During my sophomore year in college, I
volunteered at Kaleidoscope for a service learning
class.  Volunteering at Kaleidoscope was one of the
highlights of my college years, and my memories of
that year really stayed with me.  When I saw
Kaleidoscope listed as a placement option for LVC, I
was immediately drawn to it.  I am really excited for
this year and am looking forward to the first day of
Kids’ Place!

Priceless Volunteers!
By Karen Beamon,

Volunteer Coordinator
2005-2006

The work of a volunteer, is truly
priceless! Wow! The summer has finally
come to an end. Over the course of

the summer, we had wonderful volunteers, to serve
as classroom companions, field trip chaperons, and
breakfast, and lunch buddies. Without their help, this
summer would have been a tough one. So thank
you all, very much for your hard work. You are truly
priceless! And with the end of the summer , that
means the end of my position here. It’s hard to
believe, that I already spent one year as the
Volunteer Coordinator here at Kaleidoscope. I would
have to say, that i t has been very interesting, and
also wonderful. (I will still be around as a new teacher
though!) We had so many amazing volunteers come
in, and I’m very pleased at their commitment to our
program. I’m sure that, Kaleidoscope will have many
more like them in the future...with the help of our
new volunteer Coordinator, Katie Knopff!  Speaking of
Katie...

We Had Joy... continued...

As always, the garden program was one of our
summer highlights. It was amazing to watch a patch
of soil transform into a garden filled with plants,
flowers and eager children. The garden holds many
learning experiences and allows people of all ages to
be kids again. With the help of our creative garden
staff, the kids learned about a variety of topics such
as photosynthesis, insects, compost and nutrition.

I can’t forget to mention our fieldtrips! This
summer, we visited Andersen Park, the Minneapolis
Institute of Art, Lake Nokomis, the Science Museum,
Chutes and Ladders, the Minnesota Landscape
Arboretum, Edina Water Park and Minnesota Zoo.

What a successful summer we had! It is the
children and the people who work here that make
Kaleidoscope a special place. Thank you to everyone
who helped make this possible.
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Good Things in the Village
By Matt Christenson, Program Director-KYV

After a nice break for the summer, the Kalei-
doscope Youth Village program will be kicking off its
second year on September 11th! For those of you
unfamiliar with Youth Village, it is our new middle
school after-school program that we started last year.
It is for 6th-8th graders and we provide snack,
homework help, and instructions in multimedia and
technology.

I am looking forward to an awesome year
with several good things coming our way! We will
have a new teacher, Carneshia Rosenbloom, in the
Youth Village room. She has been a part of Kaleido-
scope for many years and will bring her great leader-
ship and experience to help make the program
successful for the youth. Another change is that she
will be here 5 days a week! This means that there will
be Youth Village programming Monday through
Friday. This will greatly help us achieve our project
goals. I am also very excited because we have
already reached our maximum number of registra-
tions, so we will have a full class.

Good things are sure shaping up for Youth
Village. I look forward to sharing some of those good
things with you throughout the year!

Thanks, Felicia!!!
By Felicia Fine

To everyone involved in the
Kaleidoscope community:

I have been away from
Kaleidoscope since the end of May and I already
miss it more than I thought possible. I knew that I
would miss the children, families, staff, and
supporters, but I didn�t know how much. I knew
when I was there that it was special, but I didn�t
realize how large a part of my life it was and how
many gifts I regularly received.

I want to thank everyone involved for the
past five years. They have been absolutely amazing
and I have learned and grown so much. I have
come to realize that nothing will ever be able to take
it�s place for me. I have very fond memories and
relationships that can never be recreated. I will take
Kaleidoscope everywhere with me and remember all
that you have taught me.

Thank you for allowing me to be part of the
journey!

- With love, Felicia (now in Washington DC)

Welcome Teachers
A very fine welcome and welcome
back goes out to our 2006-2007
Kids� Place and Youth Village
teachers:

� Matt Christenson (K-1)
� Talaea Rosenbloom (2-3rd Grade)
� Karen Beamon (New 4-5th Grade)
� Carneshia Rosenbloom (New Youth Village)

Some Things Never Change
By Laura Weghorst,

former staff and current board chair

Through my years of service to Kaleidoscope,
I�ve seen many faces pass through our doors �
children, families, staff, volunteers, and other
supporters � but I know Kaleidoscope is the same
place I fell in love with eight years ago. It is a place
that puts children first. Kaleidoscope continues to
keep its commitment to the children we serve.

Kaleidoscope has a strong history, full of loyal
supporters and participants who have made
Kaleidoscope their second home. This summer, I had
the amazing opportunity to watch so many former
�kids� of the program return to work in Summer Kids
and the Children�s Garden. These youth value their
experience so much that they eagerly return to
continue the mission of Kaleidoscope. In addition,
I�ve been lucky to work
with so many volunteers,
staff, and other
supporters who come
back year after year to
share in the Kaleidoscope
experience.

We also continue to expand our family. New
children and families enter the programs to take
advantage of all Kaleidoscope has to offer. New staff
and volunteers make a commitment to continue our
work with children. New organizations and individuals
continue to support our mission financially. All of
these new faces give a glimpse into our encouraging
future.

Kaleidoscope�s future is bright. We stay
rooted in our past traditions and experiences, but we
eagerly anticipate our future. I am confident that
Kaleidoscope�s work will continue for another 35+
years, always putting the children first. After all,
some things never change.
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Upcoming EventsUpcoming EventsUpcoming EventsUpcoming EventsUpcoming Events

Sept 11th - First Day of Kids’ Place and Youth
Village

May 25th - Last Day of Kids’ Place and
Youth Village
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Kids in View is a publication of Kaleidoscope. Kids in View welcomes submissions. We reserve the right to edit any
submissions for libel, spelling, grammar and length. Submissions should be typed and double spaced and fewer than
300 words.

If you would like to stop receiving this publication,
please call Quendy at (612) 871-9268. Thank you.
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