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Summer Kids is Where it All Began!
By Quendy Raymond, Executive Director

In a few short weeks we will embark on a journey that is qui te familiar but
always has new surprises, faces, and hurdles.  This is the 37th year that
Kaleidoscope has offered a free summer program for inner ci ty children
that need an enriching, safe, and nurturing place to go whi le they ar e out
of school during the long summer months.

Summer Kids is where Kaleidoscope began!  Nearly forty years ago the
congregations of Messiah and Our Saviour’s Lutheran Churches noticed
that many of the chi ldren in the Phillips neighborhood had no where to go
and nothing productive to do during the summer.  Their solution was to
create a non-denominational free summer program for these chi ldren—
where the children could be engaged in learning and form relationships
with caring adults and peers.

Each summer the vision and passion of these compassionate congregation members is still with us.  We strive
to create an environment for the 100 children, which engages them in community, l ife, and learning.  Their
days are filled with field trips, meals and snacks, gardening with Arbor etum instructors, f un classes, and many
other enriching activities.  They get endless opportunities to f orm lasting and poignant r elationships with their
teachers, volunteers, and new friends.

Summer Kids was born out of love from the community
and we need parents, volunteers, and funders to help
ensure that the chi ldren have another stel lar summer.
There are many opportunities for you to get in volved—
consider volunteering to serve a meal, chaperone a
field trip , help out in the classroom, plan a birthday
party, make a donation to help us purchase program
supplies and food, or sponsor a donation drive to help
us with our summer needs.  Your in volvement has a
lasting impact on the kids we serve!  Please call (612)
871-9268 and speak to Quendy or Katie about Summer
Kids’ opportunities.

Donation Needs for Summer!
Velcro Juice Boxes
Hanging File Folders Freezy Pops
Glue Sticks Durable Plastic Cups
Chalkboard Erasers and Dishes
Electric Pencil Sharpeners Dish Soap
Solar Powered Calculators Sharpie Markers
Pencil Erasers Desktop Tape Dispensers
Folders (durable-plastic) Sidewalk Chalk
White Board Markers Hurt Free Antiseptic Wash
Scotch Tape Dispenser Refills Water Color Paint
New Sets of Markers Glitter Refill Kits
Power Strips White Drawing Paper
Manilla Folders Sun Screen-SPF 30
Cold Packs Cleaning Products
Boys & Girls Hanes underwear/shorts/tshirts (sizes 4-8)
Construction Paper-All Sizes (No lavender, pink, or gr een)
11x17 Colored Copy Paper-2 reems of each color

Children reading with Garden Staff



 Page 2 Spring 2007

Summer KidsSummer KidsSummer KidsSummer KidsSummer Kids
By Maria Cooper, Program Director

Our Summer Kids program is an eight week
adventure for kids going into kindergarten thr ough
sixth grade. During the week, our classroom
teachers focus on a theme, such as, “the rainforest”
or “f airytales”, and weave in math, r eading and
writing activi ties according to Minneapolis Public
School grade level standards. They also participate in
art, enrichment, and r ecreational activities
throughout the day. Wednesdays are field trip
days!  We are usually gone for an entire day to
explore exciting places like the Minnesota Zoo, The
Minnesota Landscape Arboretum, Edina Water Park,
and the Science Museum, to name a few. On
Thursdays, the kids participate in our Children’s
Garden program where they get to plant v egetables,
flowers and herbs. They also rotate thr ough stations
in the garden where they are taught about insects,
composting, and eating healthy foods. Summer Kids
is a great chance for chi ldren to gear up f or school in
the fall, challenge themselves, make new friends,
and enjoy a variety of recreational activities.

Summer Kids will run from Monday,
June 18 th  through Thursday, August 9 th .

We are filling up fast, so if you are interested in
having your chi ldren return this summer or know
someone who would like more information about

Summer Kids , please see our website
www.kaleidoscope-kids.org or

call Maria at 612-871-9268.

Volunteers:  There’s Still Room for You!
Have you volunteered at Kaleidoscope and just can’t
get enough of our pr ograms?  Are you looking for
something to do in y our spare time this summer?
We still need volunteers for Summer Kids!   Our
summer program will begin June 18 and continue
through August 9.  It wi ll run Monday-Thursday from
8:30-4:00.  Both group and individual volunteer
opportunities are available!   Please contact Katie
at volcoord@kaleidoscope-kids.org or 612.871.9268
for further inf ormation.

Farewell to a Fantastic School Year
by Maria Cooper, Program Director

As Kids’ Place comes to an end, I would l ike to
reflect on how much we have accomplished this year.
Every day is a learning experience when you work
with children. The lessons we experience here are
what keep us coming back each day, eager to learn
and challenge ourselves. The children definitely
learned important lessons from each other, such as,
how to be a good f riend, how to l isten, how to share
your accomplishments, how to say “I’m sorry” , how
to take risks, and how to mak e good choices. The
staff also learned important lessons from the
children, such as, how to laugh, how to be si lly, how
to be resilient, how to dance, and how to get up ,
brush yourself off and keep on going if you are
having a bad day. It has been a f antastic year and
we look forward to seeing some familiar faces in
June when Summer Kids begins.

The last Families Together event was a potluck
picnic at Kaleidoscope on May 24th. We celebrated
the end of a successful school year, socialized, and
then did some face painting and balloon animals with
the kids.  Everyone had smiles on their faces!

A Heartfelt “Thank You!”
by Katie Knopff, Volunteer Coordinator

As the school year draws to a close, the Kaleidoscope
staff would l ike to extend a heartf elt “Thank you!” to
all of our v olunteers this year.  Over 40 individuals
and 15 groups contributed their time to K aleidoscope
this year!  They helped with homework, did tutoring,
read books, played games, prepared meals, served
snacks and cleaned the building.  They pr ovide the
one-to-one interaction that is so important and act as
positive role models for our kids.  Between
September and May, volunteers contributed
nearly 1300 hours !  Thanks for a great year!

Sign up for our Kids in View eNewsletter at
www.kaleidoscope-kids.org/newsletters

Tsunami, Miriam, Jasmine, and Utopia on the playground
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Youth
Voices

Who Would Have Thought!
by Karen Beamon, Youth Staff Supervisor

When I was 14 years old, my driv e for working w as
to make money, but since then, i t has grown to be
much more, and I have had the opportuni ty to work
in many different areas at Kaleidoscope.  Coming
into Kaleidoscope, I was excited and nervous; this
was my first job . I was given more independence,
and on top of al l that, I made money out of i t.  But,
who would have thought i t would last this long, and
take me through many different phases.

Going from being a Teacher’s Assistant (TA) to
supervising them is an amazing feeling.  Being able
to understand things f rom their standpoint and being
able to guide them in the right dir ection are my
goals for the summer. I know wher e most of the TA’s
are coming from.  I gr ew up in some of the same
neighborhoods that they are growing up in, I know
some of their wants, and their dr eams, and I know
how tough society can be on a teenager.  Not too
long ago, I w as in their position.  I w anted to make
money, relieve some of that bur den from my mother,
and gain independence for myself.  I am glad
Kaleidoscope gave me the chance to do something
with myself. I hope to giv e them that same chance.
I am pr oud to say I have made it this f ar.  At 14 I
started as a TA here at Kaleidoscope, now I’m 21,
entering my 4th year in college, and will be the Youth
Staff Supervisor this summer.  Who would have
thought!

A Banner Year for Our
After School Programs
By Quendy Raymond, Executive Director

Kaleidoscope just wrapped up our two after school
programs—Kids’ Place and Youth Village.  We served
a total of seventy-thr ee children and youth in High
Five through eighth grade during the school year.
Fift y-seven of these students wer e with us on a
consistent basis during the year.  There were many
highlights to the 2006-07 year.  Here are just a few:

• The February Black History Play  was truly a
delight!  Under the dir ection of Kids’ Place
teacher, Talaea Rosenbloom, the students in both
programs had the opportunity to dir ect, sing,
dance, design and create scenery, and perform
excerpts from Martin Luther King Jr.’s speeches.
The play was Kaleidoscope’s February Families
Together event and it was the highest turnout of
parents, friends, and volunteers we had all year.

• The 2006-07 year was the second year of
Kaleidoscope’s Youth Village  program.  Youth
Village is a middle school after school program
which includes a multimedia focus to help
engage middle school students in learning and
creating unique projects.  This year the youth
made videos, board games, and commercials.
Youth Village highlights include:  we served more
youth this year, their at tendance was more
consistent, and they successfully completed their
projects this year.

• Students in both programs participated in weekly
volunteer opportuni ties at Ebenezer
(fairviewebenezer.org).  They had unique and
rewarding experiences where they were able to
befriend elderly guests at Ebenezer.  The children
and youth shared stories, snacks, played games
and frequently bridged the difference in ages
with laughter and smiles.

• During the year the students worked on both
math and reading curriculum in their classes at
Kaleidoscope.  We tested the students in math
and reading at the beginning and end of the
year.  Nearly seventy percent of the students
improved their reading scores from the beginning
to the end of the y ear and a whopping ninety
percent improved their math scores!

Karen Beamon, Youth Staff Supervisor
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