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Part of Your World 

By Quendy Raymond, Executive Director 
 
I'll always remember becoming a teenager and around the same time falling absolutely in love with "The Little Mermaid" 
soundtrack. I listened to my tape cassette of the soundtrack until it literally died inside of my Walkman. I remember purposely 
looking for this CD when my son was two so that I could expose him to the joy that "The Little Mermaid" tunes had brought to 
me. As of late it's been in my Ipod and I loathe to admit that "Part of Your World" is one of the most played songs in my 
playlists. It resonated with me as a 13 year old and two decades later I still can't help belting out the lyrics as I run errands, 
drive carpool, and traverse to and from Kaleidoscope. The lyrics to “Part of Your World” spoke to me as a child and amazingly 
continue to channel my emotions in my mid-thirties. 
 
Since the spring, the Kaleidoscope staff and board have faced what at times seemed as 
insurmountable obstacles. And it's a bit trivial to compare it to Ariel's journey to leave the 
sea, get her prince to fall for her as she had for him, and leave her mermaid world for the 
human one to Kaleidoscope's evolution over the past seven months. However, as the leader 
of this organization I am so proud and honored to say that our ventures in the last year have 
been transformative. 
 
As we approached our Summer Kids program we were in desperate need of funding to 
continue to live out our mission while at the same time our reserves were depleted. 
Kaleidoscope reached out to our community of friends and stakeholders and was able to 
raise $20,000 from this group, which enabled us to survive summer and support our mission 
to the over 150 students that participated in our Summer Kids and Youth Staff programs. We 
reorganized our Board of Directors and brought 8 key new members into the Kaleidoscope 
fold, all of which brought key fundraising skills sets, passion for our mission, and the 
expertise to ensure we are here to continue to be an essential intervention in all of the lives 
we touch for the next 40 years. We added key components to our programming that have 
significantly impacted how we accomplish our mission. One initiative is our new arts 
enrichment program which gives our students the opportunities to learn arts disciplines and 
discover that they can interpret their world as artists. Another addition is Dinner Club, which 
now sponsors each and every one of our Families Together evenings and has created a 
space of love and vast relationship building opportunities for our families and staff. And 
finally, our "Growing to College" program which began as a partnership between our nearly 
20 year collaborative partner, the University of Minnesota Landscape Arboretum, which gives 
our students the life altering opportunity to explore and learn about the importance of 
pursuing post secondary education. 
 
As we approach our 40th anniversary this summer, I am so honored to be a part of an 
organization that is attributed to saving the lives of hundreds of students each year because 
we demonstrate to them that there is a way out of the sea of poverty and are paving that 
path by providing them with positive youth development programming and consistent 
streams of caring adults that surround them with compassion and support. Each of you 
enable our students to find their path out of the drowning sea, form their new lungs, and 
find their walking feet so that they may walk amidst the world of their dreams, just as Ariel 
so longfully sang about. You are the coaches and champions of the Kaleidoscope children 
and as you help them accomplish their dreams, we hope you will be fueled by Ariel's song 
because you're enabling our students to leave one segment of their world and become "Part 
of Your World" where they've longed and aspired to walk in. 

Part of Your World 
From "The Little Mermaid" 
Music and Lyrics by Alan 
Menken and Howard Ashman  
 
What would I give 
If I could live 
Outta these waters? 
What would I pay 
To spend a day 
Warm on the sand? 
 
Betcha on land 
They understand 
Bet they don't reprimand 
        their daughters 
Bright young women 
Sick o' swimmin' 
Ready to stand 
 
And ready to know what 
        the people know 
Ask 'em my questions 
And get some answers 
What's a fire and why does it 
(What's the word?) burn? 
 
When's it my turn? 
Wouldn't I love 
Love to explore that 
        shore above? 
Out of the sea 
Wish I could be 
Part of that world 
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The Greatest Reward 
by Ryan Kirk, Program Coordinator 
 
It is my great pleasure to have the opportunity to introduce 
myself to the Kaleidoscope community. My name is Ryan 
Kirk, and I have recently been hired on as the new Program 
Coordinator. I’m incredibly excited to be a part of this 
fantastic program. I’ve known about Kaleidoscope from the 
time I moved to Minneapolis four years ago, and have always 
been impressed by it. 
 
I come to Kaleidoscope after several years of youth work and 
educational experience. I have worked in the juvenile justice 
system and have run a tutoring program similar in some 
ways to Kaleidoscope. I am also a licensed teacher and have 
spent most of the last year working in the schools. I know 
that these experiences will serve me well here. I am eager to 
learn from the staff and also to share my knowledge and 
experience with them to enhance the programs. 
 
My years of youth work have taught me many lessons. I truly 
believe that working with youth is one of the greatest callings 
in the world. It is difficult, challenging work that doesn’t often 
show immediate results, but to see the change positive role 
models and positive environments can have on students over 
a period of time is the greatest reward I can ever imagine. I 
know from experience that Kaleidoscope is a place where 
these positive changes can and do take place, and that these 
positive changes will affect not only the youth we serve, but 
also the Phillips neighborhood and greater community. 
 
Once again, I’m very excited to be at Kaleidoscope. I am still 
certainly in the process of settling down in my new position, 
but I’d love the opportunity to meet everyone connected to 
Kaleidoscope. Feel free to give me a call, email, or even stop 
by.  It would be my pleasure to meet you! 

What Really IS Important 
by Cindy Johnson 
 
I work at the Center for Changing Lives as the Director of 
Volunteer Development. It is my responsibility to work with 
all partners in the building. I have held this position for nearly 
one year and I still remember my very first introduction to 
Kaleidoscope. 
 
The passionate Director of the program, Quendy Raymond, 
with a warm and gracious smile, gave me a tour. She 
explained what Kaleidoscope had to offer; homework help, 
experiences in discovering the arts, teaching and learning, 
health and wellness, urban gardening, and fun and 
recreation. An impressive list, no doubt, but it was what I 
observed, not the list that was mentioned, that has moved 
me and motivated me to get involved. Here are just a few of 
my observations: 
 
The committed staff has unrivaled passion for the mission of 
Kaleidoscope. They have a vast array of gifts and talents. The 
staff includes but is not limited to Matt, who left a lucrative 
career in the for profit world to work with children; Kate, who 
is giving a year of her life in service, through Lutheran 
Volunteer Corps, living miles away from her family and 
without the comforts she is used to, to serve this community. 
All of the staff works tirelessly to meet the needs of the 
children they serve, putting in long hours, weekends or 
whatever it takes.  
 
The children are the most adorable, diverse population of 
children I have ever met. Each one brings their own 
uniqueness to the program and that uniqueness is not only 
respected, but celebrated. Every time I visit Kaleidoscope 
they are anxious to tell me a bit about themselves. At 
Kaleidoscope they are encouraged to share their story and 
their opinion.  
 
I observe volunteers who give their time unselfishly and do 
everything from cleaning the fridge to sharing a special talent 
to working one-on-one with a child to helping with homework 
to improving reading skills. 

The respect for each other is perhaps what moves me the 
most. Each child is expected to listen and show interest in 
others. Respect for everyone is mandatory and with the small 
teacher to student ratio, it can be enforced. The staff models 
this level of respect daily. I watch as they listen intently, 
patiently working with the child who is having challenging 
behaviors, keeping a calm and encouraging tone to their 
voice, and genuinely showing each child how much they care 
for them. 
 
As a 54 year old mother, I reflect on the experiences that my 
children had while growing up. I wish that they had a 
“Kaleidoscope Place” in their life. A place where they had the 
attention of adults, other than me, who cared about them, 
opened a whole new world of experiences for them, and 
were invested in their success and hope for the future. 
 
Now, one year later from when I began working here, on my 
stressful days at work, I walk down to Kaleidoscope to visit. 
It is there that I get refreshed and renewed. It is there I am 
reminded of what really IS important. 

Claire, a Summer Kids teacher, 
is having Circle Time with her class 
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Expanding Definition of “Community” 
by Kate Hartman, Volunteer Coordinator 
 
My name is Kate Hartman and I am the new volunteer 
Volunteer Coordinator at Kaleidoscope. That’s right. Every 
year my position is filled by a member of the Lutheran 
Volunteer Corps (LVC), a national service program that 
focuses on building community, working for justice, and living 
simply and sustainably. The 146 volunteers in the program 
are placed in 16 cities across the United States. The Twin 
Cities are one of the largest placement sites with about 25 
volunteers living and working here. Though LVC draws its 
volunteers largely from the Midwest, I am a Pennsylvania 
native and a graduate of the University of Delaware. In fact, 
my first time ever to the Midwest was this August when my 
family dropped me off, after two days and 1,200 miles of 
traveling, to live and work in south Minneapolis. 
 
It was about this time last year when I first heard of 
Lutheran Volunteer Corps. At the time, it sounded like a great 
program, but very far from the direction my life would 
actually take. I was an elementary and middle school science 
education major and just assumed that I would look for a 
teaching job after graduation. Doing a year of service or 
moving far from home were ideas I tossed around often, but 
only as abstract thoughts, too unimaginable to really think 
about in any concrete way. 
 
But it’s funny what life has in store for each of us. Here I am 
one year later, in a situation I could have never pictured. In a 
whirlwind of events, I applied to LVC, was accepted, and 
started looking at potential jobs. I was immediately drawn to 
Kaleidoscope Place. I love working with kids, but have only 
done so in classroom or strictly academic type settings. When 
exploring the website, words like ‘community’ and ‘character’ 
jumped out at me instantly. The academics that I was 

NEW HOURS!!! 
 

Kaleidoscope Place’s After School 

Kids program has extended its hours 

to 6:30pm. We are also happy to 

receive students up until 5:15pm. 

We Have OPENINGS! 

We have 30 spots available! 

Registration forms are available on 

our website at www.kaleidoscope-

kids.org or at our office. 

familiar with were there, but with an added twist, an extra 
dimension. It didn’t take long for me to get hooked! 
 
Today it is the community aspect of Kaleidoscope that speaks 
to me most. Both Kaleidoscope and LVC have a strong 
community focus and I’m learning that the word can have 
many different meanings. My idea of community before 
moving here was people of shared history and experiences. I 
grew up on a farm and never had neighbors, but there were 
lots of people I could relate to that would come together at 
church, school, or other organizations. Now, I live within a 
stone’s throw of many, many people . For the first time, I am 
experiencing a sense of community that comes from sharing 
space. This sense of community is deepened by the fact that 
I live and work in the same neighborhood, not just the same 
city. Some of the Kaleidoscope students are my neighbors; I 
see them when I’m out for a walk or run into them at the 
store. It connects us and makes both my work experience 
and living experience all the more richer. This has proven to 
be the greatest aspect of my LVC year thus far. 
 
It’s been two and half months since I first laid eyes on 
Minneapolis, my new neighborhood, and the Center for 
Changing Lives where Kaleidoscope resides. In that short 
amount of time, I have learned so much and I look forward 
to continuing the journey over the next nine months. Not 
everything is easy - living in a city and being so far from 
home have been huge adjustments - but the good days far 
out shadow the bad days. There’s not a moment that goes by 
that I know that I am on the adventure of a lifetime! 
 
Although I have a lot of experience working with kids, my 
experience in this type of community has been non-existent. 
What better way to become a better teacher than to work 
with students on a more holistic level - students, families, 
and community! 

Our 4th and 5th grade Summer Kids class, 
staff, and guests represent our incredible 

Kaleidoscope community 



 

2400 Park Avenue 
Minneapolis, MN 55404-3713 
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Quendy Raymond, Executive Director 
Ryan Kirk, Program Coordinator 

Kate Hartman, Volunteer Coordinator 
Matt Christenson, Technology Officer, Teacher 

Tahnea Brown, Teacher 
Ahmani Sangster-Curtis, Teacher’s Assistant 

Upcoming EventsUpcoming EventsUpcoming EventsUpcoming Events    
 

November 24-26 - Closed 
December 7 - Families Together 
December 20-31 - Closed 
January 4 - Families Together 
January 17 - Closed 
January 20 - Phillips West Winter Social 
January 24 - Closed 
February 1 - Families Together  
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Debbie Ondov, Co-Chair 
John Ondov, Co-Chair 
Libby Ondov, Secretary (non-voting) 
Tom Gustafson, Treasurer 
Quendy Raymond, Executive Director (non-voting) 
Jim Lerberg, Volunteer Chief Financial Officer (non-voting) 
Karen Beamon 
Leslie Bell Pashalek 
Reverend Gordon Braatz 
Roxanne Cunningham 
Diane Daehlin 
Cindy Johnson (non-voting) 
Donley Johnson 
Janet Johnson 
Ann E. Keating 
Robert Purvis 
Laura Weghorst 
DeAundres D. Wilson 
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OUR MISSIONOUR MISSIONOUR MISSIONOUR MISSION is to provide a creative, educational, 
and nurturing environment for children and youth to 

learn and grow in character and community. 


