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Guiding Principles 

By Kyle Broadnax, Volunteer Coordinator 
 
Many people ask my about the Lutheran Volunteer Corps (LVC) and how it directly 
affects my job here at Kaleidoscope Place. LVC is a year-long national volunteer 
program. Now you may wonder how this is different from say, the AmeriCorps 
program. LVC is special because it is dedicated to three core principles: social justice, 

intentional community, and Simple living. These principles are guiding my year in 
Minneapolis both inside and outside of my workplace. 
 
I live with five other LVC volunteers in South Minneapolis. There are twenty-two 
volunteers total in the Twin Cities. Our jobs vary from volunteer coordinating to 
providing client services at a meal delivery program, working at neighborhood 

organizations, and even community organizing. Each of us have different passions 
when it comes to reversing social injustices. Some choose to advocate on behalf of 
those who cannot do so for themselves. Others, such as me, chose the more direct 
service route. I am working directly with kids and am striving to build meaningful and 
positive relationships with them. 
 

Intentional community means we are striving to make our house a home where all are welcome and feel comfortable. It takes 

effort and teamwork to become more than just six roommates living together. We sat down and had a long discussion about 
how we would treat each other and what our house atmosphere would be. Certain words from that conversation stand out: 
openness, hospitality, justice, challenge, and awareness. Not only are we building an intentional community inside our house, 
but we are striving to connect with those outside our walls, in our community and neighborhood. Some ways that we are 
building these relationships are singing Christmas carols to houses up and down the block, volunteering at local events, and 
even buying locally grown food (and getting to know who grows our apples that we love so much!). 
 

Simple living tends to be the trickiest of the core principles for me. In a society where so much value is placed on material 
wealth and financial gain, it can be tough to lead a more simple and sustainable life. We are trying to live our lives without 
buying into the idea that we as Americans must have the biggest, fastest, newest, shiniest thing to make us happy. For me this 
means biking and taking public transportation instead of driving my car, and choosing not to have cable television or internet 
access in the house. Some people might think that these are huge inconveniences for me. On the contrary these 
“inconveniences” are outweighed by the activities that I participate in and the connections that I am making. I now am 
conversing more with the people around me, reading, listening to my housemates sing or play guitar, working with my hands, 

helping to grow our own produce, reflecting, and also coaching basketball at Powderhorn Park. I am more connected with the 
earth, nature, people, and my surroundings. I find myself investing more of my time in people and places and learning new 
things. 
 
I bring these principles with me to Kaleidoscope because I know that I 
am a role model. Every day I see the same kids, and as I am building 
relationships with them I want to show them a life that they would want 

to emulate. I feel honored to work at such a great organization and am 
humbled by the fact that I play an important role in the positive effect it 
has on the children it serves. We at Kaleidoscope Place challenge you to 
consider what social justice, intentional community, and simple living 
mean to you, and encourage you to strive to connect more with the 
people and places around you. 

Kyle, our Volunteer Coordinator, playing 
“Stackers” with Amareiontae, 

a Kaleidoscope student 

♦ Boys & Girls Hanes Underwear/Shorts/ 

T-shirts (sizes 4-10) ♦ Boys & Girls Jeans or 
Pants (sizes 4-10) ♦ Colored Construction 

Paper ♦ Glue Sticks ♦ Folders ♦ Healthy 
snacks and 100% juice for 70 children 

♦ Disinfecting wipes ♦ All Purpose Cleaner 
(409) ♦ Dish towels/rags ♦ Paper Towels ♦ 

SUMMER Donation NEEDS 
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It Can Be Done 
by Matt Christenson, IT 
Officer and Stan Carlson, 
a volunteer 

 
You hear about our 
volunteers. You may have 
seen our volunteers. You 
have maybe even chatted 
with our volunteers. That 
being said we felt it would 

be very appropriate to get 
to know one of our 
volunteers a little more in 
depth. 
 
Stan Carlson has been a 

very dedicated volunteer for over 3 years. He found out 
about Kaleidoscope through me. My sister, Lori, is married to 
Stan’s son Mark. Stan started volunteering in our after school 
programs in winter of 2005 and has been here every year 
and summer since then. Stan said, “Time flies by when your 
having fun!” Now it is time to get to know more about Stan. 
 

Stan was raised in south Minneapolis by his parents. He has 
an older brother Bob and his family was very close. He was 
involved at school, church, athletics, and worked at the 
corner drug store from 10 years old to 20 years old. Stan has 
been married to Rickie, his sweetheart from 7th grade, for 51 
years. He has 3 children and 9 grandchildren that all live 
within 3 miles of him. He and Rickie enjoy spending time with 

all of them at school, church, and sports events, and 
weekends at their cabin. Stan has been coaching baseball 
and basketball for 25+ years. Last year, Stan began 
volunteering for the Washburn High School baseball team. 
 
When I told Stan about Kaleidoscope he got very excited 
about it and began asking a lot of questions about the 

program and about volunteering. He thought it sounded 
really fun and felt like he could help make a difference in the 
lives of our children. This is actually why Stan keeps coming 
back year after year. He really enjoys being here, and loves 
helping the children be kinder to each other and to use good 
manners. 
 

When I asked Stan how Kaleidoscope has impacted him 
personally, he replied, “Watching different races and nations 
getting along; that it can be done.” If Stan had never been at 
Kaleidoscope he felt that he wouldn’t have had the learning 
experience that all of the children have taught him about 
getting along with each other. He sees his life as more rich 
and more full just by being at Kaleidoscope. 

 
Stan recalls one of his fondest memories back in November 
2007. “Ajah was smiling at me in the gym while the other 
girls were jumping rope. I tempted Ajah to jump over the 
rope by spinning it on the floor by her.  Every now and then 
she would make it over the rope and give a big smile. She 

was very proud and knew I was happy. She gave me a big 
hug. Ajah and I kept this up for 3-4 months. I always called 
her the ‘Jumprope Queen’ and she said, ‘No. That is my 
mother. I am the ‘Jumprope Princess!’’” 

“On March 7, 2007 while Ajah was jumping rope, she gave 
me a poem called ‘The Promise’. I did not read it right away 
though. Then Ajah told me that there was going to be a 
jumprope contest on Friday and the winner would get $1,000 
from Target and Walmart. She told me that she was going to 
win and that she would give the money to underprivileged 
kids, then her mother, and then to me. I had to walk away 

and try and hold back the tears. On the way back to class I 
asked if I could make a copy of ‘The Promise’ and she said, 
‘Yes.’ I handed her the original back, but she said that was 
for me. I had to walk away again and struggled to hold back 
the tears.” 

The Promise 
by Ajah, “The Jumprope Princess” 

- - - 
God has made many promises. God is a very good man. 
He gives us food and water, and most important - life. 
God is a special, special man. I say God and God’s Son 
are the best men on earth. We love God. 

- - - 

“Now you know why I love Ajah and God”, Stan remarked.  
Stan also wanted to say what a good job the directors and 
teachers do. Stan, we would like to let you know how much 
we appreciate you. Thank You for all you do and for your big 
heart! Your commitment to our programs and our mission is 
incredible! 

Thinking About Summer Already? 
We are too! 

 

Here are some Summer Volunteer Opportunities for you: 

• Summer Breakfast Buddy/Crew: Welcome children 

and serve them breakfast one day (or more) a week. 

• Summer Lunch Buddy/Crew: Serve lunch and visit 

with the children one day (or more) a week. 

• Summer Classroom Companion: Assist teachers with 

and participate in academic and recreational activities 
one day (or more) a week. 

• Summer Field Trip Chaperone: Accompany children 

on special day trips every Wednesday. 
 

Contact Kyle at (612) 871-9268 for more details. 

Stan Carlson, one of our 
dedicated Kaleidoscope 

volunteers 

Maggie, our 2008-2009 Volunteer 
Coordinator, with Precious and Fatima 

at Chutes and Ladders. 
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Looking for a Summer Job? Want to get your hands dirty? 
Want to create floral arrangements? Want to learn 
entrepreneurial skills? If so, and you are between the ages of 
12-16, please come join us at: 

 

MN Landscape Arboretum 

and Kaleidoscope Place’s 

Youth Job Fair 
 

Where: Center For Changing Lives 
 2400 Park Avenue 
 Minneapolis, MN  55404 
 Kaleidoscope Gym 
When: Thursday, March 11, 2010 
Times: 12-14 year olds arrive between 5pm-6pm. 

 15-16 year olds arrive between 6pm-7pm. 
 

Come learn about the partnership between Kaleidoscope 
Place and the University of Minnesota Landscape Arboretum, 

and the many different City Fresh job opportunities. Food Will 
Be Served! 
 

On the spot interviews will be conducted. Please bring: 

� School ID 
� Social Security Card 
� Birth Certificate 
� Must bring a parent or guardian, to fill out employment 

forms! 
 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Karen 
Beamon @ 612-746-4125 or karen@kaleidoscope-kids.org 

Summer Kids 2010!!! 
 

Summer Kids runs from June 21st-August 12th, from 

8:30am-4:30pm, Monday-Thursday. 

We are closed on Fridays. 
 

Registration for Summer Kids begins on Monday, 

April 12th . On that day, registration forms will be 

available on our website at www.kaleidoscope-

kids.org or at our office. 
 

Registration is on a first come, first served basis. 

Mark your calendars for the 8th Annual: 

Kaleidoscope Place Gala 
Saturday, March 27th from 5:30-9:30pm 

in the Centrum of the beautiful 

Center for Changing Lives 
2400 Park Avenue, Minneapolis, 55404 

 
Enjoy an elegant dinner, a live auction, live 
music. Tickets are $35 per person. Thank you to 
St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church in Bloomington for 
their generous assistance with this benefit, and to 
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans for supplementing 

funds raised at this event. 
 

We hope to raise $15,000 for Kaleidoscope 
Place so the kids in the Phillips Neighborhood 
of Minneapolis can have a safe and happy 

summer. 
 

Call Kaleidoscope at (612) 871-9268 
to purchase a ticket. 

 

Be sure to watch our video invitation on YouTube. 
Just search for “Kaleidoscope Place Gala 2010”. 

 

If you are unable to attend, you are still vital to our 
mission! Consider making a donation to support our 

Summer Kids program. You can donate online at 
www.kaleidoscope-kids.org/giving 

or by sending a check to: Kaleidoscope Place 
2400 Park Avenue, Minneapolis, MN 55404 

City Fresh 2009 Group Photo 

Give a Day. Get a Disney Day! 
 

We want to inspire people to volunteer a day of service to 
Kaleidoscope Place. If you volunteer for 1 day at Kaleido-
scope Place, we will celebrate your good works by giving 
you a 1-day, 1-theme park ticket to the Disneyland® Re-
sort or Walt Disney World® Resort, free. 
 

Please go to http://disneyparks.disney.go.com. Under 
the Give a Day. Get a Disney Day. section on the right-
middle of the page click Sign Up. Then click Give & Get 

at the top and you will be brought to a page with the 3 
steps to make it happen. Look forward to seeing you here! 



 

2400 Park Avenue 
Minneapolis, MN 55404-3713 
612-871-9268 
 
Address Service Requested 
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Quendy Raymond, Executive Director 
Maria Cooper, Program Director 

Kyle Broadnax, Volunteer Coordinator 
Matt Christenson, Technology Officer 

 

Teachers 

Katie Bissen, Tahnea Brown 
Matt Christenson 

 

Teacher and Program Assistants 
DeAndre Colquitte, Diamond Gladney, 

Brianna Jordan, Amatullah Muhommad,  
Beonca White 

Upcoming EventsUpcoming EventsUpcoming EventsUpcoming Events    
    

 
February 23rd - Families Together: Black History Play 
February 25th - Phillips West Winter Social 5pm-8pm 
February 26th - Kaleidoscope Closed. 
March 27th - 8th Annual Kaleidoscope Place Gala 

March 26th-31st - Kaleidoscope Closed. 
April 1st & 2nd - Kaleidoscope Closed. 
May 10th - Kaleidoscope Closed. 

OUR MISSIONOUR MISSIONOUR MISSIONOUR MISSION is to provide a creative, educational, 
and nurturing environment for children and youth 
to learn and grow in character and community. K
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Board of DirectorsBoard of DirectorsBoard of DirectorsBoard of Directors    

 

Laura Weghorst-Chair, Donley Johnson-Co-Chair, 
Leslie Bell Pashalek-Secretary, Tom Gustafson-Treasurer 

Karen Ploetz, Robert Purvis, Karen Beamon 

Roxanne Cunningham, Ann E. Keating 
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