
 

 Kids in View 

www.kaleidoscope-kids.org Volume 15 Issue 1 2009 

Ripples and Waves 

By Quendy Raymond, Executive Director 
 

For over half of my son's life we've been on the party circuit. I joke with many people about his 
social calendar, which in a typical year contains over 30 parties for his friends and classmates. A few 
months into Malachi's pre-kindergarten year I realized we would go broke if we kept spending $10 
to $15 on each child's present. Something had to give, so our entertainment budget went to $0, 
except for a few special occasions, and we used the party circuit for our entertainment. Chucky 
Cheese, Pump It Up, the Science Museum, and Children's Museum are popular places for children's 
parties and we enjoyed those venues in lieu of movies, eating out, and other splurges. His haul of 
presents from each of his parties his first two years after starting school was unimaginable. What is 
a child going to do with 30 presents? It was extreme. I have pictures of him asleep in his booster 
seat with my entire mini van filled with the bags of his presents after driving home from a party.  
 
Last year one of his friends invited him to a party and said he didn't want any presents. Instead he 
asked his friends to donate to a nonprofit. Thankfully this child turned 7 several months before 
Malachi. I began to work my parenting magic! Slowly, I was able to talk to Malachi and convince 
him he didn't need all that stuff. Yes they were toys, which are so much fun, but "Where will they all go?" I asked him. We 
talked about if one child really needed such excess. In the end we decided our family would give gifts, and instead of his 
classmates bringing presents to his party, we would ask them to donate to Kaleidoscope (he's been a Kaleidoscope student 
longer than I have been on the Kaleidoscope staff!) and Heifer International. He raised over $2000 last year and will always be 
able to hold onto his joy and the good he was able to do for others. 
 
This year it was much simpler and there was no convincing him to forgo presents. We may have a new tradition brewing in our 
home and I think it is a beautiful thing! Again for his birthday, he asked for donations. He chose Kaleidoscope and Kids Against 
Hunger. He learned about Kids Against Hunger from Matt, Kaleidoscope's IT Officer and Teacher, when he had a meal packing 
party there for his 40th birthday. Malachi fell in love with the assembly line, being in charge of various stations, and he still raves 
about how wonderful the rice-soy meals taste! Last weekend he held his 8th birthday party at Kids Against Hunger where the 
meals they packed will go to children in Haiti who are desperately in need of food. Malachi along with 27 of his 2nd grade 
friends and 7 of their parents packed 17 boxes of food which will provide over 3600 meals for these children. Their 2 hours of 
packing food will feed 10 children for an entire year. What an incredible way to celebrate a birthday! 
 
In a time when so many of us have everything we need it is so important to look to these youngest philanthropists for guidance. 
If a 7 year old can be so wise, and revel in making ripples and waves of generosity, then shouldn't more of us who are so much 
older be moved with compassion? I want to see service learning parties, donation drives for food and needed items, and 
forgoing presents become the norm in our community instead of the rarity. 2010 is predicted to be the year where most 
nonprofits truly feel the impact of the economy because that is when the economic strains will hit grantmaking foundations. 
Foundations give grants based on the returns of their investments and 2010 is predicted to be a dire year where some 
organizations will have to close their doors due to lack of funding. But this doesn't have to be so if we as a community continue 

to find new, exciting, and selfless ways to support the 
organizations whose missions touch us and make us proud. 
As the holiday season is quickly upon us, remember to find 
time, treasures, and talents for these organizations because 
it is in these places where those who are struggling or are in 
need find hope. 

Amaya, a future doctor, and 
Valencia, a future astronaut, 

exploring their dreams at 

Kaleidoscope 

GiveMN.razoo.com/story/Kaleidoscope-Place 

GiveMN is a new, creative way to tell your story, connect 
with our organization, and show your support for our 
mission in an exciting way. Check It Out! November 
17th was Give to the Max day. We raised at least $645! 

Thanks for your heart to give! 
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In These Hard Times... 
by Matt Christenson 
 
In these hard times where many things in life are even more 
unsure then they have been in the past, you can be sure that 
Kaleidoscope stands as a place that brings hope and stability 
to the families we serve. We feel that our mission statement 
and how we accomplish our mission is now even more 
significant. Kaleidoscope is vital to the daily success and 
future success of the families in our program. Why? Because 
we provide a creative, educational, and nurturing 
environment for children and youth to learn and grow in 
character and community, and because we offer free 
programming. Not only are the children in a healthy 
environment that encourages growth socially and 
academically, but we are also a place that is affordable to the 
low income families we serve. In 2007, the NACCRRA 
reported that the annual cost for school-age care at a center 
was $8,600. (National Association of Child Care Resource & 
Referral Agencies. “2007 Price of Child Care”. March 2008.). 
When broken down to the work week this averages out to 
around $518 per month. With the cost of rent, mortgages, 
groceries, clothes, etc., this number can really hinder families 
from making it day in and day out...and in the long run. 
 
Outside of the financial benefits for families, especially single 
parents, Kaleidoscope directly impacts the children and youth 
that attend their programming. “Evidence suggests a 
correlation between frequent attendance in out-of-school 
time activities and positive outcomes, including an increase in 
academic achievement, school attendance, time spent on 
homework, extracurricular activities, improved effort in 
school, and better student behavior. Out-of-school time 
programs offer supportive contexts for youth development 
and offer excellent opportunities for youth to develop skills in 
supervised, safe, and engaging environments.” (National 
Institute on Out-of-School Time. “Making the Case: A 2009 
Fact Sheet on Children and Youth In Out-of-School Time”.) 
 
We wanted to capture the background and experiences of 
some of our Kaleidoscope families and how Kaleidoscope has 
impacted them. In this article you will read about Yasmin 
Gooden, Sarah Gustafson, and Stasia Saunders. 
 
 
Yasmin and Nazim, a Kaleidoscope 
student, live in Minneapolis, MN. 
Yasmin works for Minneapolis Public 
Schools as a licensed LPN. She gives 
medications to children and assists in 
episodic care. She cares for children 
with autism and updates families and 
parents if there are medical 
emergencies. 
 
Yasmin heard about Kaleidoscope 
through a former family. They said we 
had an awesome program that was 

 

14th Annual 
Hats and Mittens Winter Ball 
benefiting Kaleidoscope Place 

 

Wednesday, December 30th, 2009 
  

At the Westin Hotel in  
Edina's Galleria 

3201 Galleria, Edina, MN 55435 
  

6:00pm Reception/Singles Mingle 
8:00pm Dinner/Live Auction 

9:30pm Dancing to Chranga Tropical 
 

Kaleidoscope Place was chosen by Hats & 
Mittens to be the recipient of their annual Hats 

and Mittens Winter Ball. 
  

The evening includes a wine tasting, silent and 
live auctions, a dinner by McCormick and 
Schmick, dancing, comedy and more. Both 

singles and couples are welcome. Dress is as 
fancy as you'd like. Attendees are encouraged 
to also bring a child's hat and mitten set to be 

distributed to children in need around the 
state. Tickets are $85 per person. More 

information is available at 
www.hatsandmittens.org. 

 
* Hats & Mittens chooses a different non-profit 

organization to sponsor every year so that many of 
the very worthy organizations in town serving 

children have a chance to be honored and have a 
sparkly night devoted to their work. It is a way for 
smaller, less visible organizations serving children 
in our community to be lifted up and appreciated. *  

 

Can't attend? 
Donations are welcome at 

www.kaleidoscope-kids.org/giving 

Want to Volunteer? www.kaleidoscope-kids.org/volunteer 

Nazim and a summer 
volunteer in the 

garden 



has also shown Mary that she is a part of a larger 
community, which builds each year. Kaleidoscope is also 
helping Mary build good friendships and teaching her to take 
responsibility for her actions. 
 
If Stasia didn’t have Kaleidoscope her life would be different. 
Stasia commented that homework help is so important and 
she likes the structure of Kaleidoscope. She emphasized that 
she wouldn’t be as involved in the community. “Childcare 
would be hard. The expense would be great.” she stated. 
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very structured at a great location. That is exactly why she 
enrolled her son, Nazim, in the fall of 2008. We have offered 
him a stable and structured environment with developmental 
and enrichment programs. We have reinforced his skills in 
everyday living and improved his socialization skills. 
 
When asked “How would life be different if you didn’t have 
Kaleidoscope?”, Yasmin responded, “It would make life 
harder and more complex. He would be just another number 
at a daycare. It would also greatly impact our financial 
situation.” 
 

 
Avril, a Kaleidoscope 
student, and Sarah 
reside in Minneapolis, 
MN. Sarah works at DCM 
Services in probate law. 
She heard about 
Kaleidoscope through 
another Kaleidoscope 
mom. Sarah was 
wondering, “How can I 
afford childcare?”, then 
when she saw what 

Kaleidoscope offered it was a perfect fit because it was 
affordable. Avril was enrolled in the fall of 2008. 
 
Kaleidoscope has positively impacted her Avril. Her reading 
scores have improved significantly, and she generally has 
made a lot of improvement academically. Sarah said about 
Avril, “She has gained a lot more confidence that she doesn’t 
get at school. She gets one-on-one help with volunteers and 
tutors. When she got the weekly All Star Award, she felt like 
she was a part of something. She doesn’t get this attention 
at school.” The All Star Award is awarded each week to a 
student that has gone above and beyond our expectations 
and/or has improved significantly in their behavior. 
 
How would life be different without Kaleidoscope? “I would 
have to find other ways to support my daughter 
academically, and wouldn’t be able to live where I do now 
because taking Avril to another program would be a huge 
financial burden.” 
 
 
Stasia and her daughter Mary, a Kaleidoscope student, reside 
in Minneapolis, MN. Stasia works at U.S. Bank as a banking 
assistant. She heard about Kaleidoscope through a friend 
whose children were attending Kaleidoscope. In the fall of 
2008, she enrolled Mary in our program because it was 
affordable and she had heard good things about us. She had 
heard that her friend’s child improved behaviorally after 
coming to Kaleidoscope. 
 
Stasia said that her family has been positively impacted by 
Kaleidoscope through our Families Together program 
because it has helped them build a sense of community. It 

♦ 10-15 sheets of 
White, Cardstock Poster Board (not foam core) 

♦ Craft Kits ♦ G-rated Movies 
♦ Healthy snacks and 100% juice for 70 children 

♦ Disinfecting wipes ♦ Folders ♦ Small prizes 

Donate Online at www.kaleidoscope-kids.org/giving 

Avril and Ella, two good friends 
smiling and having fun on the 

playground 

Urgent Donation NEEDS 

The playground is a great place for 
Ishala and Mary to just “hang around” 

Finalist in Video Contest 
In November, we entered a video contest put on by Twin 
Cities Compass. To enter the video contest we needed to 
post a video that showed how we were making a difference 
in the Twin Cities. Then we needed to promote the video and 
get ratings on YouTube. Videos with the most ratings would 
be considered for the finals. The winner would get 
highlighted on their website and also be included in their 
newsletter. 
 
A long time student and youth staff, Joe Duran, made a 6 
minute documentary film about how Kaleidoscope and the 
MN Landscape Arboretum has impacted his life. We edited it 
down to 1 minute and posted it on YouTube. We posted the 
video on our Facebook and Twitter pages, and emailed our 
community. We ended up with almost 500 views and 33 
ratings, which enabled us to be one of the 7 semifinalists! We 
then were chosen as one of 3 finalists. We were so excited! 
We were not chosen as the winner, but we are very proud of 
our accomplishment. Thanks to all of you who helped us 
spread the word! 

For those who missed it, you can watch our video at: 
www.youtube.com/user/Kaleidoscopeplace. 



 

2400 Park Avenue 
Minneapolis, MN 55404-3713 
612-871-9268 
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Quendy Raymond, Executive Director 
Maria Cooper, Program Director 

Kyle Broadnax, Volunteer Coordinator 

Matt Christenson, Technology Officer 
 

Teachers 
Katie Bissen, Tahnea Brown 

Matt Christenson 
 

Teacher and Program Assistants 
DeAndre Colquitte, Diamond Gladney, 
Brianna Jordan, Amatullah Muhommad,  

Beonca White 

Upcoming EventsUpcoming EventsUpcoming EventsUpcoming Events    
    

November 23rd - Families Together: Celebrating 
Cultures 

November 26th-27th - Kaleidoscope Closed. 
December 15th - Families Together: TBA 
December 21st-January 1st - Kaleidoscope Closed. 
January 21st - Phillips West Winter Social 
January 28th - Families Together: Children’s Art 

Reception 

OUR MISSIONOUR MISSIONOUR MISSIONOUR MISSION is to provide a creative, educational, 

and nurturing environment for children and youth 
to learn and grow in character and community. K
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Board of DirectorsBoard of DirectorsBoard of DirectorsBoard of Directors    

 

Laura Weghorst-Chair, Donley Johnson-Co-Chair, 
Leslie Bell Pashalek-Secretary, Tom Gustafson-Treasurer 

Karen Ploetz, Robert Purvis, Karen Beamon 
Roxanne Cunningham, Ann E. Keating 
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