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Overflowing with Kids! 
By Quendy Raymond, Executive Director 

 

We are gearing up for our 39th year of the Summer Kids program.  For nearly four decades Summer Kids has 

provided children with the opportunity to stay active and educationally engaged during the long summer months.  
This summer we will serve 100 children in kindergarten through 8th grade for eight weeks.  These students will 
participate in everything from hands on reading, math, and writing activities, to weekly field trips, to a gardening 

program, which is led by the University of Minnesota Landscape Arboretum. 
 
This summer is going to be such a new adventure for the Kaleidoscope community because it will be our first 

summer in Lutheran Social Service’s Center for Changing Lives.  Our new home at 2400 Park Avenue is splendid and 
we are eager to introduce our new students to this grand building, new furniture, new gym, laptops, and to a 
physical environment that is safe, clean, and beautiful.  This summer we will adopt a campus style of programming 

where our students will attend classes at Kaleidoscope, walk to Messiah’s Parish Center for the gardening 
component, and the three oldest classes will volunteer down the street at Ebenezer with their senior residents.  We 
are eager to gain greater visibility and imbed our students more deeply in the vibrant Phillips community. 

 
As I enter my third summer at Kaleidoscope and I cannot wait for the children to come streaming back through our 
doors.  During my first summer on the first day of Summer Kids I quickly learned that the summer program is all 

about the children.  They take over our days, inspire our souls, and fuel our hearts.  Summer is such a different 
animal than our school year programs.  Gone are our mornings where we can answer phone calls, prepare for the 
after school program, meet with funders, work on reports, and attend to the many other tasks which arise each day.  

From mid June through mid August our work is all about providing for the children as they spend all day here at 
Kaleidoscope. 
 
We invite you to let our students take over your lives too.  The rewards of volunteering and getting to know the 

Kaleidoscope children are bountiful.  Our needs are great and any way you can help is incredibly appreciated.  
Whether you lead a donation drive to help gather much needed supplies, volunteer to assist in the classroom, join us 
for field trip Wednesdays to help us make sure the children stay safe and have a productive experience, or organize 

a group of friends, family, and/or coworkers to prepare bag lunches for the children for our Wednesday field trips, 
you will be helping us to fulfill the varied needs of the children, as well as, getting the opportunity to let our 
children’s energy and enthusiasm brighten your summer.  Our children are inspirational, and to be able to strengthen 

their lives and learn from them is a gift that I encourage you to experience. 

I’m a Fan, Are You? 
 

Kaleidoscope Place is now on Facebook! 
 

To find us, just login to your Facebook account and do a 
search for Kaleidoscope Place. We will be the first hit with 
a photo!  Click on our page and then click Become a Fan.  

See you in cyberspace! 



What Are YOU Doing This Summer? 
by Maggie Overman, Volunteer Coordinator 

 

Here at Kaleidoscope we are anxiously awaiting summer and 
the start of our Summer Kids program. For eight weeks there 

will be 100 smiling faces coming through our doors ready to 
learn and have some FUN! However, to make those eight 
weeks awesome, we need the help of many volunteers. 

Here’s a list of the Summer Volunteer Opportunities here 
at Kaleidoscope: 

• Classroom Companion: Assist teachers with and 

participate in academic and recreational activities one 

day (or more) a week. Volunteers are needed Monday, 
Tuesday and Thursday, 9:30-11:30am and 12:30-
4:30pm. 

• Breakfast Buddy: Be the first friendly face the kids see! 

Greet kids as they arrive and help serve breakfast one 
day (or more) a week. Volunteers are needed Monday-
Thursday from 8:15-9:15am. 

• Lunch Buddy: Visit with the kids during their midday 

break and help serve lunch one day (or more) a week. 
Volunteers are needed Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday 

from 11:30am-1:00pm 

• Field Trip Chaperone: Accompany kids on one (or 

more) of our summer field trips. Help staff with 
supervising our large group while also having a ton of 

fun! Volunteers are needed on Wednesdays from 9:30am
-3:00pm. 

• Group Volunteer Opportunity - 

        Summer Field Trip Lunch Crew: 
Provide lunch for one of our summer field trips! Purchase 
and assemble 120 bag lunches for field trip day. Bring 
the lunches to Kaleidoscope before the field trip or meet 

us at the site! Hand out lunches and spend time eating 
and talking with staff and kids. Lunches typically include: 
sandwich, fruit or veggie, chips, drink, and dessert (not 

candy). If you choose to cater out your sponsored lunch, 
please try to make it as healthy as possible. Here are the 
Summer 2009 Field Trip dates still available for 
sponsorship: 

� Monday June 29th: Gale Woods Farm 
� Wednesday July 8th: Science Museum  

� Wednesday July 22nd: Dodge Nature Center  
� Wednesday August 5th: Minnesota Zoo  

 
If you are interested in volunteering with us this summer and 
making our Summer Kids program great! Contact Maggie 

Overman, Volunteer Coordinator at (612) 746-4123 or 
volcoord@kaleidoscope-kids.org.  
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Cool New Computer Lab 
by Matt Christenson, IT Officer, Teacher 

 
With all of the new things happening for Kaleidoscope Place 

this year we can’t forget to mention one of the kids’ favorite 
new things: our *new* computer lab! Thanks to a federal 
grant from Compassion Capital Fund, we were able to 
purchase 22 new Dell laptops for new mobile computer lab! 

We actually purchased them last October, but did not want to 
use them until we moved into the new building. It does take 
some time to get 22 laptops ready. I couldn’t keep track of 

how many times the Kaleidoscope kids would ask me, “When 
are the computers going to be done?” In February I had four 
good friends come and help me make some good progress 
on 14 of the laptops. 

 
The key to properly setting up a computer lab is stability. You 
don’t want to have to deal with 22 laptops having significant 

issues because then all your time is spent doing maintenance 
on them instead of enjoying them. So after researching out 
security issues, stability issues, and software solutions (all 

free, of course!), I had a breakthrough and was able to get 
almost all of them built during spring break. When I told the 
kids that we could finally have computer lab there was a 
sparkle in their eyes. I had a sparkle in mine too. We had our 

first computer lab activity on the Wednesday after spring 
break. The kids were so excited and had tons of fun on the 
computers. Hooray for smiles! 

 
The nice thing about having this many computers is that we 
can split them up and use them during class too. What a 
great resource to have to enhance the learning experience 

for the children. Now we have ample computers to use for 
educational time and to use for “good ole’ plain fun” time.  

Hanad, Nazim, Abdimalik, and James 
love our playground 

!!!!!!!Urgent Donation Needs!!!!!!! 
 

♦ Underwear, shorts, pants for children sizes 6-12 

♦ Healthy snacks and 100% juice for 120 children 

♦ Disinfecting wipes ♦ Sunscreen ♦ Folders  

♦ Freezy pops 
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Meti helping put together 

the newsletter 

I have been at Kaleidoscope for about seven 

years.  Now you may ask me did I get in trouble? 

Yes, I have, but the thing is, is that I learned 

from my mistakes. Some of the new kids think 

that the teachers are not nice.  

The teachers are here to help the kids with their 

problems, so they can stay on track. Not only are 

we here to stay on track, but we get to  do fun 

things, like, play kick ball. But the most important 

thing is that the Kaleidoscope teachers will 

always be there for you!!!!!!!!!! 

The new kaleidoscope 

building is cool. We have tons 

of new things, like, bean bags, 

games, chairs, tables and 

brand new computers. The 

bean bags are my favorite part 

about kaleidoscope.   All I 

want to do is sit on them all day long.  

The reading lounge is also one of the 

places I like because it is quiet and a 

good place to read.  In there we have 

big blue chairs that are very 

comfortable and huge windows that I 

love to look out of.  I hope we keep 

this place clean. 

The New Kaleidoscope 
By: Meti Regassa 

Caring Adults 
By: Denver Washington 

Volume 1 

Issue 1 
Jr. Youth Village News 
Designed and written by our After-School Students 

Meti’s first day in the 

new space! 

Denver posing for the Black 

History Month Play! 

Old Perspective!                                                                                     
By: Romel Lockhart 

youth.” 

RomelRomelRomelRomel How long have you been 

with Kaleidoscope? 

TalaeaTalaeaTalaeaTalaea “I started with 

kaleidoscope in 1998 as a teacher’s 

assistant and I’ve been working as 

a teacher for almost five years.” 

Romel Romel Romel Romel What positive changes have 

you seen over the years that you 

have been here? 

TalaeaTalaeaTalaeaTalaea “I think the youth are more 

engaged in the program, and I 

think Kaleidoscope’s staff has 

come up with great way’s to teach 

and interact with the children.  

We do a great job communicating 

with each other.” 

Interview with Talaea 

Rosenbloom, Teacher 

 

RomelRomelRomelRomel Do you like the new 

kaleidoscope? 

TalaeaTalaeaTalaeaTalaea “Yes! I love the new 

Kaleidoscope. Everything is so 

nice and clean.” 

RomelRomelRomelRomel Do you think, its better 

then the old one? 

TalaeaTalaeaTalaeaTalaea “Yes! We have a cool new 

building, but Kaleidoscope is still 

the same program.  The focus is 

still about providing for the 

“We have a cool new building, 

but Kaleidoscope is still the 

same program.  The focus is 

still about providing for the 

youth”! 

Romel working hard to 

complete his article 

Interview with Maggie 

Overman, Volunteer 

Coordinator 

 

DoraDoraDoraDora  “Do you love the 

new Kaleidoscope?” 

MaggieMaggieMaggieMaggie “I love the new 

Kaleidoscope! I love 

everything about it!” 

DoraDoraDoraDora “What is your 

favorite thing about 

the new Kaleidoscope?” 

MaggieMaggieMaggieMaggie “My favorite is that there are big windows 

and clean bathrooms.” 

Dora Dora Dora Dora “What good things do you see in 

Kaleidoscope’s future”? 

MaggieMaggieMaggieMaggie  “I see us helping kids. I see the kids having 

tons of fun!” 

DoraDoraDoraDora “Do you like being a part of Kaleidoscope’s 

after school program?” 

MaggieMaggieMaggieMaggie “Yes!!!” 

Maggie and Dora,  

during their interview 

New Perspective! 
By: Dora Jourdain 
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June 22nd 
First day of 

Summer Kids! 

OUR MISSIONOUR MISSIONOUR MISSIONOUR MISSION is to provide a creative, educational, 

and nurturing environment for children and youth 
to learn and grow in character and community. K
id
s 
in
 V
ie
w
 

Kaleidoscope PlaceKaleidoscope PlaceKaleidoscope PlaceKaleidoscope Place    
Board of DirectorsBoard of DirectorsBoard of DirectorsBoard of Directors    

 

Laura Weghorst-Chair, Donley Johnson-Co-Chair, 
Leslie Bell Pashalek-Secretary, Tom Gustafson-Treasurer 

Linda Olson, Karen Ploetz, Robert Purvis 
Roxanne Cunningham, Ann E. Keating 

If you would like to stop receiving this publication, please call Matt at 612-871-9268.  

NONPROFIT ORG. 

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 

PERMIT NO. 32263 


