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Welcome Home, Kaleidoscope! 
By Laura Weghorst, Board Chair 

 

It’s fitting to call Kaleidoscope itself a home because it has been a home to so many over its 39 years of existence. 
But a home is not made up of walls and rooms and furniture and windows. It is so much more. It is a place where 
you can lay down roots, make memories, spend time with the people you care the most about, and grow together. It 
is a place that offers security and brings happiness. That is what Kaleidoscope is – a home. 
 
In my 10 years of involvement with Kaleidoscope as a staff member, a volunteer, 
and a board member, I’ve been able to experience firsthand what kind of home 
Kaleidoscope has provided to thousands of children, families, volunteers, staff, and 
supporters who have walked through its doors. I’ve watched children lay down 
roots. Entering the doors every day after school and in the summer children know 
what they can expect of Kaleidoscope. They know they will be loved, protected, 
respected, and taught skills necessary to succeed in school, work, and far beyond. 
I’ve been so lucky to know children from kindergarten, telling silly jokes while they 
eat their snack, through young adulthood, growing up to have their first job through 
the City Fresh gardening program, and then to graduating from high school, 
planning for college and coming back to teach other children in the summers. 
Kaleidoscope has been an integral part of their lives from childhood to their growth 
and development into adulthood. 
 
As a home, Kaleidoscope has created many memories. Whether it was jumping rope with friends, reading books with 
volunteers, visiting new places like the Science Museum or Chutes and Ladders, participating in the Black History 
month performance, playing basketball in the gym, making movies in Youth Village, or working with City Fresh in the 
gardens, children build memories that will last a lifetime. 
 
Kaleidoscope provides a home that is an extension of family. Everyone builds friendships that last. Children connect 
with many adults that guide them and serve as role models. In this home, they find people that they can depend on, 
day after day, year after year. Once you are a part of the Kaleidoscope family, you are in a relationship that lasts a 
lifetime. Children and adults alike always return home to Kaleidoscope. 
 
It’s hard to say who gets more out of this relationship – the children who participate in the programs or the adults 
who make the programs possible. It is impossible to walk away from this place without a connection, a feeling of 
warmth and belonging, a sense of coming home. 
 
We are so lucky to have an extended family of donors and supporters, folks behind the scenes who make the daily 
work and mission possible. And, we are thrilled to be adding all of the partners of the Center for Changing Lives to 
our family. We’ve had 39 years to build our Kaleidoscope home. As we move our home to this beautiful, new space, 
it is so wonderful to know that we have committed neighbors to help us continue this journey for so many years to 
come. So, I say, Welcome Home, Kaleidoscope. May you continue to breathe life and love and peace into this 
neighborhood and all who walk through these doors. 

Quendy Raymond, our Executive 
Director, and Laura Weghorst, 
Kaleidoscope’s Board Chair, at 
the Open House Celebration 



Looking for a Summer Job? Want to get your hands dirty? 
Want to create floral arrangements? Want to learn 
entrepreneurial skills? If so, and you are between the ages of 
12-16, please come join us at: 
 

Kaleidoscope Place’s 

Youth Job Fair 
 
Where: Center For Changing Lives 
 2400 Park Avenue 
 Minneapolis, MN  55404 
 Kaleidoscope Gym 
When: Thursday, March 19, 2009 
Times: 12-14 year olds arrive between 5pm-6pm. 
 15-16 year olds arrive between 6pm-7pm. 
 
Come learn about the partnership between Kaleidoscope 
Place and the University of Minnesota Landscape Arboretum, 
and the many different City Fresh job opportunities. Food Will 
Be Served! 
 
On the spot interviews will be conducted. Please bring: 
� School ID 
� Social Security Card 
� Birth Certificate 
� Must bring a parent or guardian, to fill out employment 

forms! 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Karen 
Beamon @ 612-746-4125 or karen@kaleidoscope-kids.org 

The New Kaleidoscope 
By Meti Regassa, a Kaleidoscope Student 
 
The new kaleidoscope building is cool. We have tons of new 
things, like bean bags, games, chairs, tables, and brand new 
computers. The bean bags are my favorite part about 
Kaleidoscope.  All I want to do is sit on them all day long.  
The reading lounge is also one of the places I like because it 
is quiet and a good place to read.  In there we have big blue 
chairs that are very comfortable and huge windows that I 
love to look out of.  I hope we keep this place clean.  
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An Adventure Waiting to Unfold 
by Maria Cooper, Program Director 

 
Even though summer vacation seems so far away, now is the 
time to start thinking about summer programming for your 
children. For 39 years, our Summer Kids program has 
provided a safe and nurturing environment for children to 
achieve their academic goals, build lasting friendships, and 
participate in a variety of enrichment and recreational 
activities.  
 
At Kaleidoscope Place, our staff looks at each day as an 
adventure waiting to unfold. Our devoted teachers and 
teacher assistants develop small learning communities in 
their classrooms to help each child achieve their individual 
academic goals, develop their creativity, and learn important 
life skills. With help from our dedicated tutors and volunteers, 
your child will receive one to one attention while working on 
reading, writing, and math activities. Each year, Kaleidoscope 
hosts 4-6 VISTA reading tutors from the Minnesota Literacy 
Council for 4 weeks, to help the children improve their 
literacy skills.  
   
On Wednesdays, the children participate in all day field trips 
where they travel to places like the Science Museum, the 
Minnesota Zoo and Gale Woods Farm. On Thursdays, the 
University of Minnesota Landscape Arboretum provides 
opportunities for the children to learn about gardening and 
nutrition through planting, maintaining, and harvesting 
vegetables, herbs, and flowers.  
 
This summer we are pleased to announce that we are 
expanding our programming to include children going into 
8th grade. We are also starting a week later and adjusted our 
hours of operation to remain open for an extra half hour in 
the afternoon. 
 
If you are interested in having your children join us this 
summer or know a family who would like more information 
about Summer Kids, please view our website at 
www.kaleidoscope-kids.org or call Maria at 612-871-9268.  

Summer Kids 2009!!! 
 

Summer Kids runs from June 22nd-August 13th, 

from 8:30am-4:30pm, Monday-Thursday. 

We are closed on Fridays. 

 

Registration for Summer Kids begins on Monday, 

April 13th . On that day, registration forms will be 

available on our website at www.kaleidoscope-

kids.org or at our office. 

 

Registration is on a first come, first served basis. 

Amina, Mary, Serenity, and LaNazae potted some 
Jade plants with the Arboretum’s Plant Mobile 
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Jessica, a Kaleidoscope volunteer, coloring 
pictures with Justice, a Kaleidoscope student 

Stories and How They Shape Us 
By Alisa Hoven, Teacher 

 

Hello! I am a new addition to Kaleidoscope Place as of 
December and am excited to be a part of the team.  I am a 
teacher in the Kids’ Place program, working with elementary 
kids of all ages. I came to find a place at Kaleidoscope Place 
after a three month leave of work and of Minneapolis all-
together. I spent the fall months pedaling my bicycle on 
down to New Orleans, with two of my best friends, having 
started in Itasca State Park. The Mississippi River was our 
path where we met some incredible people and shared 
stories with those who live along the river. As I returned to 
Minneapolis, I began looking for part time work. I have 
always been interested in education and working with 
children. Kaleidoscope Place is perfect in that it allows me to 
dedicate part of my time to working in a classroom, feeding 
off the creativity and energy of young children. Working at 
Kaleidoscope Place allows me to engage in the youth of 
South Minneapolis and hear their stories and ideas. It is an 
opportunity for me to think in full circle how stories are 
integral to our lives and how sharing them is very special and 
important. While I am not at Kaleidoscope, I am writing a 
book with my two best friends; a collection of stories on the 
journey down the river, with art and photography. I am 
happy to have found Kaleidoscope Place and the staff and 
youth have welcomed me at a time that feels just right for 
me.  

To My President 
By S’emaj Okongwu, a Kaleidoscope Student 
 
My name is S’emaj. I am 11 years old. I am from Minneapolis, Minnesota. I like to play 
football. I played for Phelps. Sometimes I like to play soccer. I used to play for 
Southeast soccer team. 
 
If I was president I would stop the war. I would only sell guns to the police. I will 
change the law about not having a lion as a pet. I will lower the grocery prices. 
 
I hope for my family to be rich. I will hope for my country to stop the gangs and stop 
the war. 

Baydan, a Kaleidoscope student, drew 
a picture to send to President Obama 

Mark your calendars for the 7th Annual: 

Kaleidoscope Gala 
Sunday, March 29th from 5-8pm 

in the beautiful Hilton Hotel ballroom on 494 & France. 
 

Enjoy an elegant dinner, a live auction, live music, 
and “A REALLY BIG SHOO!” Tickets are $35 per person. 
Thank you to the Hilton for their donation of the space and 
their generous assistance with this benefit, and to Thrivent 

Financial for Lutherans for supplementing funds raised at this 
event. We hope to raise $15,000 for Kaleidoscope so 
the kids in the Philips Neighborhood of Minneapolis 

can have a safe and happy summer. 
 

Call Kaleidoscope at (612) 871-9268 
to purchase a ticket. 

 

If you are unable to attend, you are still vital to our mission! 
Consider making a donation to support our Summer Kids 
program. You can donate online at www.kaleidoscope-

kids.org/giving 
or by sending a check to: Kaleidoscope Place 
2400 Park Avenue, Minneapolis, MN 55404 



 

2400 Park Avenue 
Minneapolis, MN 55404-3713 
612-871-9268 
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Quendy Raymond, Executive Director 
Maria Cooper, Program Director 

Maggie Overman, Volunteer Coordinator 
Matt Christenson, Technology Officer 

Karen Beamon, Youth Programs Coordinator 
 

Teachers 
Karen Beamon   Matt Christenson 
Alisa Hoven  Talaea Rosenbloom 

 

Teacher’s Assistants 
Fardowsa Aden   Cheyenne Benson  
DeAndre Colquitte   Sabrina Hart 

Beonca White 

Upcoming EventsUpcoming EventsUpcoming EventsUpcoming Events    
    

March 19th - Kaleidoscope Place’s: Youth Job Fair from 
5pm-7pm. 

March 19th - Center for Changing Lives Open House 
from 4pm-8pm. Tours and Festivities. 

March 29th - 7th Annual Kaleidoscope Gala from 5pm-
8pm. Fundraiser for our Summer Kids program. 

April 3rd, 6-10th - Kaleidoscope closed: Spring Break! 
April 13th - Summer Kids Registration begins. 

OUR MISSIONOUR MISSIONOUR MISSIONOUR MISSION is to provide a creative, educational, 
and nurturing environment for children and youth 
to learn and grow in character and community. K
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Laura Weghorst-Chair, Linda Olson-Co-Chair, 
Leslie Bell Pashalek-Secretary, Tom Gustafson-Treasurer 

Donley Johnson, Karen Ploetz, 
Roxanne Cunningham, Ann E. Keating 
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