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Kudos to Kaleidoscope 
By Quendy Raymond, Executive Director 
 

The Kaleidoscope community has been recognized on several occasions for 

our accomplishments and we are honored for these accolades. Our 
students recently won the Lt. Governor’s Red Wagon Award for their 
commitment to community service. Each week during the school year and 

the summer programs our students walk to Ebenezer and volunteer with 
the senior residents. They play bingo and other games, work on arts and 
crafts projects, and eat goodies with their senior friends. These growing 

relationships benefit both the young and old and are helping to form 
needed bridges between our youngest and oldest neighbors. 
 

This summer we were recognized with an award from the City of 
Minneapolis and Achieve Mpls! for our dedication to nurturing youth 
through our Youth Staff program. Each year since the mid 1990’s we host 

six to nine 14 and 15 year olds as teacher and program assistants. These vibrant youth work directly with our 
elementary students all summer and serve as role models to them as they gain valuable employment skills, such as, 
responsibility, leadership, and teamwork. STEP UP, a program of the City of Minneapolis and Achieve Mpls!, works 

with 140 different corporations and non-profits and we were one of the only two participants selected for this award. 
We are honored to be congratulated for our commitment to providing urban, diverse, and often low income youth 
with employment opportunities. 

 
Also, this summer we learned that we were accepted for a three year grant from Thrivent Financial for Lutherans. 
This grant enables us to move into Lutheran Social Service’s Center for Changing Lives and we are excited to move 
in late December 2008. The support of Kaleidoscope to 

join in this exciting community venture has been 
overwhelming. A long time friend of Kaleidoscope is 
purchasing beautiful brand new furniture and a 

commercial refrigerator so that our students have a truly 
nurturing, safe, and welcoming space in the new center. 
To learn more about the Center for Changing Lives please 

go to www.centerforchanginglives.org. 
 
There is much more on the horizon for Kaleidoscope and 

we welcome your input and support as we challenge our 
students to excel in their school work and personal 
choices. As they accomplish their goals and dreams, we 

take pride in their accomplishments and are privileged to 
be able to sit back and revel in helping each child 
transition successfully to adulthood.  

Open House 
We invite you to join us on 

January 29th, 2009 from 1pm–4pm 
to celebrate our new home at: 

2400 Park Avenue South 

Minneapolis, MN  55404 
 

Come and experience Kaleidoscope 
in its new space! We look forward 

to seeing you! 

Linnea Sodergren from Thrivent Financial 
presenting a check to Quendy Raymond 
(Executive Director) and Karen Ploetz & 
Jocelyn Palmer (Kaleidoscope Board 

Members) 



We Teach, But We Learn 
By Karen Beamon, Youth Programs Coordinator 
 
Prior to the Kaleidoscope’s recycling and waste reduction 

theme last year, my recycling practices were slim to none. 
Partially because my knowledge about recycling was also slim 
to none. Teaching the youth became a learning experience 
for me as well as for them. I basically educated myself before 

turning around and teaching them the theme. In turn they 
had the opportunity (those that practice recycling), to teach 
me. Over the course of the year, I’ve found myself practicing 

recycling more at Kaleidoscope, then at home. In ways, I 
don’t believe I have the necessary tools to recycle at home, 
but it could be out of pure laziness. The knowledge and 
concern is there to recycle, but I know that I’m not following 

it as close as I should. However, my 5 year old nephew who 
attended Kaleidoscope this past summer has recently made 
me get the ball rolling on my recycling practices. It is really 

cool to see such an important thing through the eyes of a 
child. His learning of the theme and my teaching experiences 
are now pushing me to start recycling. It really opened my 

eyes and I knew he was paying attention to what was going 
on around him when he ran up to a tree and said, “Umm, let 
me get some of this oxygen!” I knew how important it was to 
save trees because of what they provide us with, but to see 

that my nephew did too really made it hit home and caused 
me to rethink my practices. 
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A Year of Recycling 
by Maria Cooper, Program Director 

 
It seems like everywhere I go, there are more and more 

businesses, organizations and communities adopting "green" 
practices such as recycling, saving energy and reducing 
waste. Through a grant from Community Power (funded 
through the Solid Waste Management Coordinating Board), a 

program focused on actively engaging and educating adults 
and youth about waste reduction practices at home and in 
their communities, the staff and children at Kaleidoscope 

Place discovered that it is easy being green. During our Kids’ 
Place, Youth Village, and Summer Kids programs, teachers 
planned lessons and activities centered on recycling practices 
by engaging the children in junk mail collection contests, 

recycling audits, research projects, presentations, art 
activities, and games. It was not uncommon to hear one of 
the children remind our staff and volunteers to recycle their 

office paper and water bottles. Sometimes a child would dig 
into the garbage bin to fish out an item that was supposed to 
go into the recycling container and “scold” the person who 

forgot to recycle. The children became the teachers when 
they went home by sharing what they had learned each 
week with their families, friends, and neighbors. They also 
started to question "Am I doing enough to help keep the 

earth clean?" and "How can I get my family and friends to 
start recycling?" Kaleidoscope families got involved by 
completing recycling surveys and junk mail opt out forms 

together with their children and discussing how they can 
recycle at home. 
 
A few highlights last year were a visit from the Green 

Guardian recycling mascot during our October 2007 Families 
Together night, visits from community speakers who taught 
the children about the importance of recycling through 

interactive games and activities, and a field trip to the Dakota 
County Eco Site where the children were able to tour the 
recycling facility and discover what happens to hazardous 
materials, as well as, paper, bottles and cans once they are 

picked up by the recycling truck in their neighborhoods. At 
the end of our Kids’ Place, Youth Village, and Summer Kids 
programs, families were invited to share a meal with the staff 

and children at Kaleidoscope and watch performances of 
skits, songs, and dances created and led by the children. The 
children also created poster boards, brochures, recycled 

artwork, and recycling games to showcase what they learned 
throughout the year. It was amazing to see how proud the 
families were of their children for creating such an 
informative and memorable event. 

 
After spending a full year focusing on our recycling and 
waste reduction project, it is apparent that teaching the 

children about how to care for their community through 
responsible environmental practices has a lot of value. If we 
continue to educate children about their role in protecting the 
environment for future generations, they will continue to 

spread the word and teach others to, “Recycle, Reduce, 
Reuse, and Close the Loop!” 

Jake, a Summer Kids teacher, Jazz, and Rico 
doing recycling presentations this summer. 

Excited and Blessed 
By Maggie Overman, Volunteer Coordinator  

 

I am sure you are all wondering who the new girl with red 
hair is and why you have not seen your beloved Katie 
Knopff?! After being here for two months I figured that it was 

time to bring truth to the rumors. Yes, it’s true, I am the new 
Katie. My name is Maggie Overman and I am the new 
Volunteer Coordinator here at Kaleidoscope Place. I grew up 
and still reside in the scenic river town of Stillwater, MN. I am 

a recent 2008 graduate of Gustavus Adolphus College where 
I received my Bachelor of Arts degree in Communication 
Studies. I always knew that after graduation I wanted to 

volunteer for a year and after being a camp counselor for two 
summers I knew I wanted to work with kids. Everyone here 
at Kaleidoscope Place is amazing and they have already 

taught me so much. I am excited and blessed to have the 
opportunity to work here at Kaleidoscope Place and I cannot 

wait to see what the year has in store!  
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We Did Make a Difference:  A Look Back on 
Our Year of Recycling 
 

Our students, families, and staff learned the importance of 

working toward being good stewards of our planet by 
recycling, reducing their waste, and learning about other 
environmentally favorable practices. 
 

SCHOOL YEAR PROGRAMS 
Junk Mail Opt Out 
15 out of 17 families at Kaleidoscope completed the Opt Out 

of Junk Mail forms. 
 

Home Recycling Audit Results 
After spending the entire school year learning about recycling 

and waste reduction, the children brought recycling audit 
forms home to complete with their families in April. Half of 
the families increased their recycling because of their child’s 

involvement with Kaleidoscope. 
 
School Year Events 

• October 2007, The Community Power mascot came to 

take pictures with the children and hand out “recycled 

money” pencils. 

• Our April Families Together Night & Recycling 

Celebration: 

� The children and youth planned an evening to 
showcase what they learned about recycling and 
waste reduction throughout the school year. About 

90 family members attended the dinner and 
presentation. All projects were directed and created 

by Kaleidoscope Place children and youth. 

� Some projects included informational posters, 
displays, recycling games, brochures, dances, songs, 

skits and artwork created from recycled materials.  

� The children created materials for their family to take 
home and share with other family members, 
neighbors and friends to educate their community 

about the importance of recycling and waste 

reduction.  

 

SUMMER KIDS 
Junk Mail Opt Out 

In our summer program, 28 households completed the Opt 
Out of Junk Mail forms. 
 
Home Recycling Audit Results 

After spending the entire summer learning about recycling 
and waste reduction, the children completed audits with their 
families during our end of summer potluck and recycling 

celebration. 82% of the families increased their recycling 
because of their child’s involvement with Kaleidoscope. 
 
Summer Field Trip 

On July 9th, the children visited the Eco Cite recycling center. 
There they learned, and saw first hand what recycled 
materials can be turned into. 

The Green Idea Machine 
 

Here are some fun projects you can do at home. 

 

Alice's Wonder Spray All-Purpose Cleaner 
5 min prep.  Makes 16 fl oz. 

Ingredients 

2 tablespoons distilled white vinegar 

1 teaspoon borax 

1 1/2 cups very hot distilled or purified water 
1/4 cup castile soap or 1/8 cup liquid dish soap 

10-15 drops essential oils (lemon, tea tree or lavender) 

1-16 fl oz. plastic spray bottle 

 

Steps 
1. Mix the vinegar and borax in a 16 oz spray bottle.  

2. Fill bottle with the hot water and shake to dissolve the vinegar 

and borax.  

3. Add soap last and then scent with essential oil to your liking. 
Do not shake. 

4. Use as you would any all-purpose cleaner. If it gets sudsy use a 

wet cloth to wipe with. 

Junk Mail Jewelry 
Commonly referred to as junk mail, the letters, flyers, and 

brochures sent by direct marketers are often very colorful and well 
designed. While we may prefer to not receive this type of mail, you 

can help the environment and save landfill space by making paper 

beads from it. Many of the mail pieces you receive are varnished, 

making this type of paper expensive to recycle. Because of their 

coated surface, however, beads made from junk mail are very 
strong and fairly waterproof. 

 

You Will Need 

● Junk mail with a coated, shiny surface ● Newspapers to keep 

area clean ● Broken jewelry to string with paper beads (optional) ● 

Ruler, pencil, and scissors ● White glue ● Round tooth picks ● 

Strong, thin string, such as kite string ● Needle for threading beads 

 

How To 

1. Cut the paper into small strips approximately 3/4" wide by 
41/2" long. Roll each bead by wrapping it tightly around a 

toothpick. Complete the bead by gluing the last 1/2" of the 

strip. Remove the toothpick and repeat until all the beads are 

made. 
2. Beads of different sizes may be made by varying the 

dimensions given. For example, to make the beads bigger, use 

longer strips of paper. Change the width of the strips to make 

wider or narrower beads.  

3. When stringing beads, alternate handmade paper beads with 
beads rescued from broken necklaces and bracelets, or make 

your own with pulp papier mache mixture. Tie a knot in the 

string to complete the necklace, or use a professional clasp 

which may be purchased at a craft store. 
 

Tips and Tricks 

You can also use magazine covers and other slick papers to make 

beads. Even materials with some printing will do, since only the last 

inch or so of the bead is visible. 
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2504 Columbus Avenue 

Minneapolis, MN 55404-4432 
612-871-9268 
 

Address Service Requested 

Starting December 22nd, 
2008, our new address will be: 

2400 Park Avenue South 
Minneapolis, MN  55404 

KaleidoscopeKaleidoscopeKaleidoscopeKaleidoscope    
Place StaffPlace StaffPlace StaffPlace Staff    

 

Quendy Raymond, Executive Director 
Maria Cooper, Program Director 

Maggie Overman, Volunteer Coordinator 

Matt Christenson, Technology Officer 
Karen Beamon, Youth Programs Coordinator 

 

Teachers 

Karen Beamon   Matt Christenson 
Talaea Rosenbloom   Ashley Williams 

 

Teacher’s Assistants 

Fardowsa Aden   Cheyenne Benson  
Sabrina Hart   Ericka Robinson 

Beonca White 

Upcoming EventsUpcoming EventsUpcoming EventsUpcoming Events    
    

Nov 26th-28th - Kaleidoscope Closed. 
Dec 4th - Families Together: Community Safety Event 

from 5:30pm-8:30pm. 

Dec 19th - Last Day at Current Location. 
Dec 22nd-Jan 3rd - Kaleidoscope Closed. 
Jan 5th - Kaleidoscope Opens at New Location. 

Jan 24th - “Garage” Sale from 9am-3pm. 
Jan 29th - Kaleidoscope Open House from 1pm-4pm. 

OUR MISSIONOUR MISSIONOUR MISSIONOUR MISSION is to provide a creative, educational, 
and nurturing environment for children and youth 
to learn and grow in character and community. K
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Laura Weghorst-Chair, Linda Olson-Co-Chair, 
Karen Ploetz-Secretary, Jocelyn Palmer-Treasurer,  
Leslie Bell Pashalek, Roxanne Cunningham, Tom 

Gustafson, Dorothy Tate, Donley Johnson 
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Kaleidoscope & Messiah “Garage” Sale 
Saturday, January 24th, 9am-3pm 

Shelves, cabinets, desks, tables, chairs, file cabinets, 
cubbies, couches, 1 folding lunch table, 2 

refrigerators (1 iffy), stove, etc. 
Make a donation for your item. 

Donation Needs:  Cleaning supplies - all 
purpose cleaner, Lysol, paper towels, 
disinfecting wipes, dust masks. 


