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A World Without Kaleidoscope? 
By Quendy Raymond, Executive Director 

 

I was working when my son was born and took six weeks off to adjust to motherhood, begin bonding with him, and 
to get to know him. When he was six weeks old I put him in a great daycare and returned to work. My monthly 
daycare costs were about $110 a month because I was very fortunate to have qualified for the state sliding fee 
program. However, within a couple of short years I was paying roughly $700 a month for daycare costs. There were 
so many moments back then when I could not wait for him to start school so that I would no longer have to pay for 
childcare. At times I wished I could push a “fast forward” button on his childhood just to be able to make my 
financial ends meet. I imagined his first day of kindergarten would be my saving grace and alleviate my financial 
burdens. 

Last year when he started school all of sudden I realized that, 
“Yes”, I was saving money by not paying for childcare, but how 
was I going to balance my work day with his seven hour school 
day?  Where would he go after school, in the summer, and on days 
he had off of school when I still had to work? Crunching the 
numbers it suddenly dawned on me that I was going to be paying 
child care costs for him until he was much older and could safely 
fend for himself during his out-of-school hours while I was at work. 
 
At about this same time I stumbled across the Kaleidoscope 
Summer Kids program and was dumbfounded that a free program 
could exist that so perfectly met my needs and my situation. I 
could not believe that they had teachers and staff that were so 
passionately committed to the needs of children and youth. I was 
astounded that a program could obtain everything from helping 
him with academics to fueling his love for gardening and the 
outdoors. I watched him fall in love with everything Kaleidoscope 

offered him and it quickly rose to the top of his list of favorite places.  
 
Since 2000, Kaleidoscope has provided free, stimulating, and enriching summer and after school programming to 
nearly seven hundred elementary and middle school children. In the minds and hearts of these children and their 
families Kaleidoscope is also at the top of their list of beloved places. Our out of school time programs enable 
working parents to save thousands of dollars every year on child care costs while providing their children with safe 
and nurturing programming.  So often, as parents arrive at Kaleidoscope 
to pick up their children they are met with the pleas and protests of their 
children asking to stay at Kaleidoscope just a little bit longer. I often 
chuckle to myself as I watch these exchanges and cherish the fact that the 
Kaleidoscope children are our greatest advocates and champions of the 
hard work we do each and every day to provide them with safe, 
consistent, and enriching opportunities to learn and grow. They cannot 
imagine the world without Kaleidoscope and I am grateful for all of you 
that continue to give them the grand gift of helping to foster and prolong 
their childhoods. 

“Kaleidoscope Place Staff” 
drawn by Solana, a Kaleidoscope Student 

Please join us on  

Wednesday February 27th 
from 5:30 to 7:30pm  

for our annual Black History Play.  

Our students will be performing, 
singing, and dancing on stage.  
Come show your support and 

watch our young stars shine! 



Joy, Growth, and Opportunity 
By Matt Christenson, K-1 Teacher and IT Officer 
 
Life seems to always have a way of mixing things up a bit. 
Some things are planned and some things are not so 
planned. In the case of Kaleidoscope, things were planned 
for me long before I knew about it. So how would my life be 
different if Kaleidoscope didn’t exist? Dramatically different!  
One thing that comes to mind is the amount of growth that I 
have experienced while at Kaleidoscope. I came in with no 
experience teaching math, reading, and writing, but they saw 
my heart for children and gave me a chance. The first year 
was very challenging and foreign, but as time went on I got 
the hang of developing and planning curriculum and even 
embraced it enthusiastically. It opened up a whole new realm 
for me. I really enjoy coming up with new themes and 
finding creative ways to include math, reading, and writing… 
but all of that valuable growth and creative expression would 
have been lost if Kaleidoscope didn’t exist. 
 

Another impact is that I wouldn’t have been able to apply my 
technology skills in a meaningful environment. I used to work 
in Information Technology for a brokerage firm. I really didn’t 
care at all about the business or the stock market, so I just 
stayed in my technology “cave”. Since day one at 
Kaleidoscope I have been working on small technology 
projects, which eventually led to me becoming the 
Information Technology Officer. Now I am in charge of all of 
the technology and am able to use my knowledge and skills 
to help Kaleidoscope become more technologically efficient 
and stable, so they can more effectively serve the children 
and youth. It is so incredibly more rewarding for me. The 
chance of me being able to use my heart for kids and my 
technology experience is incredible. But again, that chance 
would not have existed if Kaleidoscope didn’t exist. 
 

And most importantly, my life would not have been as rich as 
it has been because of the incredibly special children at 
Kaleidoscope. My heart overflows with joy every time I see 
them. Watching the children grow personally, socially, and 
academically also brings me great joy. The possibility of 
having never known any of them brings a great deal of 
sadness just thinking about it. All their beautiful smiles and 
wonderful hugs would be missed tremendously, and my life is 
truly changed just by knowing them. 
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Ajah and Noelani, Kaleidoscope Students 

Help the Students Learn About Recycling 
 

Please help us Reuse (collect) the following items so we can 
be creative and make fun art projects! Make sure you bring 
in at least 50 of the item you are collecting to ensure that we 
have enough supplies for our art projects.  
 
Bottle caps (plastic and metal) � Buttons � Bubble wrap 
Paper towel tubes � Poster tubes � Pop can tabs 

Plastic pop can rings � 1 gallon milk jugs � Twist ties 
Baby food jars � Safety Pins 

Everything should be washed and/or clean. 
 

Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle! 

What If Kaleidoscope Didn’t Exist... 
by Maria Cooper, Program Director, and the Children and 
Youth of Kaleidoscope 
 
When the children come through our doors in the afternoon, 
I wonder what they enjoy about our programs, why they are 
often in tears when it is time to go home and how their lives 
would be different if Kaleidoscope didn’t exist. Last week, the 
children participated in a journal activity to answer the 
question; “How would my life be different and how would I 
feel if Kaleidoscope didn’t exist?” This is what they had to 
say. 
 

Top Ten Responses to 
What If Kaleidoscope Didn’t Exist? 

1. We wouldn’t go to free choice and have fun. 
2. We would cry because we wouldn’t get to go to 
Kaleidoscope anymore. 

3. The mom’s and dad’s would drop their kids off at 
Kaleidoscope and the kids would be alone and sad 
because no one would be there. 

4. We wouldn’t be able to make a car in Matt’s class. 
5. We would be left in the middle of nowhere. 
6. We would be sitting on the couch, watching 
television being bored.  

7. We would have to find another after school program 
that was a good place for children to do activities, 
play on the computer, do math and card games and 
read books. 

8. We would ask our dad’s to build another 
Kaleidoscope and they would be the heroes of the 
day. 

9. There would be no snack and no gym and no Matt 
and no Ashley and no Talaea. 

10. We would need to help people make a new after 
school program for children. 
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Faijah, a Kaleidoscope Student, and Casey, an  
America Reads Tutor 

Join Us This Summer!!! 
 

Summer Teacher Job Postings 
We will post summer teaching positions on Monday, 
March 17th. Check www.mncn.org/jobs for more 
information, and follow the instructions to submit your 
resume. 
 

2008 Summer Kids Program 
Summer Kids begins on Monday, June 16th and ends on 
Thursday, August 7th. Summer Kids runs Monday-
Thursday from 8:30am-4:00pm. We are closed on 
Fridays. 
 

Summer Kids Registration 
Monday, April 7th we will begin taking registrations for 
our Summer Kids program. Forms will be available on our 
website at www.kaleidoscope-kids.org/registration. You may 
also stop by the office and pick one up. Call Maria at (612) 
871-9268 if you have questions. 
 

City Fresh Youth Fair:  
Summer Jobs for Youth! 

We will be having the annual City Fresh Youth Fair on 
Thursday, March 20th from 5:00pm-7:00pm in the 
Gym at Kaleidoscope Place. Come and find out about 
summer gardening jobs that we have for youth ages 12-
18. Please bring your parents and/or caregivers. You will 
also fill out applications and interview for positions, so come 
prepared! Food and beverages will be provided. 

Kaleidoscope: Shaping the Future 
By Karen Beamon, Youth Programs Coordinator 
 
I have spent over a third of my life working for Kaleidoscope. 
Throughout the years, I have come to rely on the support 
and caring environment they provide for its parents, 
students, and staff.  When I began working at Kaleidoscope, 
I had no idea that it would last for this long, and that I would 
be introduced to many different opportunities. At age 14 I 
began working at Kaleidoscope as a Youth Staff because I 
was eager to work, wanted independence, and wanted more 
responsibilities. 
 
Kaleidoscope, and their partnership with the University of 
Minnesota Landscape Arboretum, has provided, and trained 
me in over 7 different employment positions.  These varied 
positions and the knowledge I gained from them helped me 
to determine my major in college. I was given the chance to 
explore many different tasks and work with a variety of 
wonderful people. I believe that Kaleidoscope has played a 
major role, in the decisions that I have made during my life 
and I am thankful for the infinite lessons that I have learned 
at Kaleidoscope. I cannot imagine my life without 
Kaleidoscope and all that I have learned by working at this 
organization. 

Important Lessons 
By Katie Knopff, Volunteer Coordinator 
 
What do the volunteers at Kaleidoscope gain from their 
experience at Kaleidoscope?  What would they lose if 
Kaleidoscope didn’t exist?  The effects of not having 
Kaleidoscope are more tangible for the children and families 
that utilize our services, but the volunteers who spend their 
time here each week are also significantly impacted.  I spoke 
with some of our weekly volunteers who have returned to 
Kaleidoscope year after year, and asked them what they had 
gained in their years here.  The overwhelming response was 
the relationships they have formed with the children at 
Kaleidoscope – relationships that have grown over time.   
“Kaleidoscope has made me a better person,” said longtime 
America Reads tutor Katie Bissen.  Many of our college-age 
volunteers joined us through service-learning classes, where 
they were learning about literacy, education and culture.  
Kaleidoscope gives these volunteers the opportunity to 
interact with children who are from a wide variety of 
backgrounds – racial, cultural, and economic.  Many of the 
volunteers also mentioned the lessons they have learned 
from the kids – patience, understanding, and respect.   
Here are the lessons that our volunteers learned from 
Kaleidoscope students: 
 

♦ Sometimes you can make the rules up as you go along.   
♦ Giggle sometimes. 
♦ Saying “Sorry” makes people feel better. 
♦ Get up if you fall down. 
♦ A band-aid and an ice pack always make you feel 
better. 

♦ Reading one-on-one with volunteers is fun. 
♦ Smile...a lot! 
♦ It doesn’t take long to pick up the toys when everyone 
helps. 

♦ Hug people for no reason. 



 

2504 Columbus Avenue 
Minneapolis, MN 55404-4432 
612-871-9268 
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Sign up for our monthly 
Kids in View eNewsletter at 

www.kaleidoscope-kids.org/newsletters 
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Quendy Raymond, Executive Director 
Maria Cooper, Program Director 

Katie Knopff, Volunteer Coordinator 
Matt Christenson, Technology Officer 

Karen Beamon, Youth Programs Coordinator 
 

Teachers 

Karen Beamon   Matt Christenson 
Talaea Rosenbloom   Ashley Williams 

 

Teacher’s Assistants 

Fardowsa Aden   Joey Duren 
Sabrina Hart   Ericka Robinson 

Miriam Pederson 

Upcoming EventsUpcoming EventsUpcoming EventsUpcoming Events    
    

February 18th - Kaleidoscope Closed 
February 27th - Families Together: Black History Play 
February 28th - 29th - Kaleidoscope Closed 
March 17th - Summer Teaching Jobs Posted 
March 20th - Youth Fair, 5:00pm-7:00pm 
March 21st, 28th & 31st - Kaleidoscope Closed 
April 1st - 4th - Kaleidoscope Closed for Spring Break! 
April 7th - Summer Kids Registration Begins 

OUR MISSIONOUR MISSIONOUR MISSIONOUR MISSION is to provide a creative, educational, 
and nurturing environment for children and youth 
to learn and grow in character and community. K
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Kaleidoscope PlaceKaleidoscope PlaceKaleidoscope PlaceKaleidoscope Place    
Board of DirectorsBoard of DirectorsBoard of DirectorsBoard of Directors    

 

Laura Weghorst-Chair, Linda Olson-Co-Chair, 
Karen Ploetz-Secretary, Jocelyn Palmer-Treasurer,  
Leslie Bell Pashalek, Roxanne Cunningham, Tom 
Gustafson, Dorothy Tate, Donley Johnson 

If you would like to stop receiving this publication, please call Matt at 612-871-9268.  

WE CURRENTLY HAVE 
OPENINGS IN OUR FREE  

AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS!  
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