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The Work We Do at Kaleidoscope is
the Cornerstone of Community Revitalization

By Quendy Raymond, Executive Director

A friend of mine who sits on a community board was telling me about the plans of the board to help revitalize
and invigorate his neighborhood in a second ring suburb of Minneapolis.  He commented about new buildings
that are being constructed, graffiti removal projects, the need for more community policing to help decrease
crime, and funds that were being allocated to help homeowners fix up their properties.  I asked if there was
any discussion or plans relating to the needs of youth and youth programming for the neighborhood.  He said

he didn�t see the connection and stated that he felt most of the needs of
children and youth were being taken care of at their schools.  I quickly
informed him that programming for children and youth greatly enhances the
livability and vitality of neighborhoods and cities.  There is simply too much
work to be done for it all to be left to schools.

On any given day at Kaleidoscope we help children with their homework,
work with them to problem solve when conflicts arise among their peers,
supplement their school-day curriculum with exciting hands on learning
experiences, and teach them the value of community service by presenting
them with opportunities to help out around Kaleidoscope.  Child care is an
ever present need for parents of children and the hours children are in
school do not add up to average eight hour work day.  Our programs help to
fill this need both during the school year and summer by easing this demand
for parents while providing a free, stable, and nurturing environment for
their children.  On top of all this, Kaleidoscope also strives to prepare young
people for the workforce by offering entry level positions throughout the
entire year for middle and high school students.  The work we do at
Kaleidoscope is vast and we are proud of our impact on the children and
families we serve.

I strongly believe we add to revitalization of the Phillips neighborhood and our impact often reaches far
beyond Phillips.  Children and youth are the future of our community.  Kaleidoscope realizes that the children
and youth we work with are the adults we�ll depend on tomorrow�as workers, leaders, voters, friends, and
neighbors.  As we help them spread their wings and reach for their dreams we are confident in our mission to
help strengthen and mold the next generation of community citizens.
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 City Fresh Produce 1�Dig in and get your hands
dirty!  You�ll grow herbs, flowers, and harvest produce
to sell to local businesses.  Get ready to call customers,
fill orders, write invoices, and make deliveries.

 City Fresh Produce 2�This position is for City Fresh
Produce workers that have completed at least a year of
City Fresh Produce 1.  You�ll expand and build upon the
skills you learned in City Fresh Produce 1:  including
experience selling, marketing, and growing produce.

Must be 12 years old by May 20, 2007 to work
for either of the City Fresh Produce groups.  Pay
range is $5.50 to $8.50 an hour depending on
experience. These positions require about 4
hours per week.

 City Fresh Market�This group will explore ways to
get the word out about City Fresh products.  They will
create ways to tell the public about City Fresh and its
products. You�ll make presentations, staff an
informational booth, and make brochures.

 City Fresh Photography�This group will use
photography to document the Children�s Garden
program and the life cycles of the garden�s plants.
You�ll learn how to be a photographer and will get on-
the-job training in photography and writing.

Must be 14 years old by May 20, 2007 to work
for City Fresh Market or City Fresh Photography.
Must have one year of previous experience in
City Fresh.  Pay range is $5.50 to $8.50 an hour
depending on experience.  These positions
require 8 to 12 hours per week.

 City Fresh Communications�This team will
document the activities in the Children�s Garden and
the City Fresh work groups.  You�ll use methods such
as creative writing, poetry, and photography.  The
team will produce a PowerPoint presentation and a
newsletter.

Must be 16 years old and have one year of
previous experience in a summer youth garden
program.  Pay range is $5.50 to $8.50 an hour
depending on experience.  This position requires
about 14 hours per week.

 Teaching Team Member�Be a teacher and mentor
children in the Arboretum�s Children�s Garden program
at Kaleidoscope.

Must be 16 years old, have experience working
with children ages 4 to 16, and have City Fresh
work experience.  Starting wage is $10.00.  This
position requires about 16 hours per week.

If you are interested in any of these positions,
please come to the City Fresh Job Fair at

Kaleidoscope on Friday, March 23rd from 5:30pm
to 7:00pm.  You can fill out an application and
learn more about City Fresh.  Please bring your
parent or guardian.  Call Quendy at (612) 871-

9268 to RSVP or for more information.

City Fresh!
Are you looking for a fun, rewarding, and exciting summer job?

If yes, then come work at Kaleidoscope with the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum as a City
Fresh youth worker!  Kaleidoscope has job opportunities for youth 12�18 years old.  All

positions begin in mid-June and last until mid-August.

Here is a list of available positions:

Youth Voices

Oscar Opara and friends
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�Nice Things� at Kaleidoscope
by Maria Cooper, Program Director 

I have noticed a lot of "nice things" happening
around Kaleidoscope lately. Nice things can be
helping someone put away a game, sharing
something special or giving someone a hug when
they are having a bad day. I see these things
happening on a daily basis and realize that we have
created a community where people truly care about
each other.

Nice things can also take on the form of special
guests and learning opportunities. We were fortunate
to have some special guests visit Kaleidoscope during
the past few months. The Red Cross Safety Mobile
along with B. Safe Bear visited us in January. The
children learned about fire safety and how to prevent
fires in their homes. Animal Humane Society
volunteers and two pet rats gave a presentation
about kindness and respect for animals as well as
how to care for your pet. We also had two dental
students from the University of Minnesota give a
presentation on how to care for your teeth. By having
special guests come to Kaleidoscope and share their
knowledge, the kids learn valuable life skills they can
take with them forever.

Our 3-5 grade class is taking advantage of a
wonderful learning opportunity by volunteering at
Ebenezer home for older adults. They will visit every
Tuesday through the remainder of the school year
and do activities such as sign language, art, reading
and games. The children will gain many positive
experiences by being good friends and helping
people in our community.

"If you find it in your heart to care for somebody
else, you will have succeeded."

-  Maya Angelou

The Value of Our Volunteers
by Katie Knopff, Volunteer Coordinator

Our volunteers have been an integral part of
Kaleidoscope this school year.  They have spent their
afternoons playing games, reading, and helping kids
with homework.  They have served snack, cleaned
our building space, and answered innumerable
questions.  We couldn�t do it without them!  So far,
our volunteers have contributed 864.5 hours this
school year.  Thanks for all of your help!
We are still looking for volunteers to help out at
Kaleidoscope this spring.  If you are free on Tuesdays
or Thursdays between 2:00 and 5:30 and would like
to spend some time at Kaleidoscope, give us a call!

Summer is slowly creeping up on us.  Start checking
your schedule to see if you can volunteer for
Kaleidoscope Summer Kids!  We are looking for
volunteers to help provide breakfast for our kids
throughout the summer, as well as lunches for the
first week.  An additional summer volunteer
opportunity this year is Wednesday Lunch
Groups: prepare bag lunches for 120 kids and meet
us with them at our field trip spot of the week, then
sit and eat with us.  This opportunity is great for
groups!

Summer KidsSummer KidsSummer KidsSummer KidsSummer Kids
Summer Kids will run from Monday, June 18th

through Thursday, August 9th.  Registration for
returning families begins on April 23rd.  New
families can register their children on May 7th.

Summer seems far away, but we are already gearing
up for a program filled with new and exiting learning
experiences.  If you are interested in having your
children return this summer or know someone who
would like more information about Summer Kids,
please see our website www.kaleidoscope-
kids.org or call Maria at 612-871-9268.

Faith Agboola and Precious Smith on the playground

TC Bear and Noah Wilson hangin� out



2504 Columbus Avenue South
Minneapolis, MN 55404-4432
612-871-9268

Address Service Requested

If you would like to stop receiving this publication,
please call Matt at 612-871-9268. Thank you.

 

You are invited to attend
�An Evening in Casablanca�An Evening in Casablanca�An Evening in Casablanca�An Evening in Casablanca�An Evening in Casablanca�

KKKKKaleidoscopealeidoscopealeidoscopealeidoscopealeidoscope�����s Spring Benefs Spring Benefs Spring Benefs Spring Benefs Spring Benefititititit
Featuring the Swing Beat Band

SaturdaySaturdaySaturdaySaturdaySaturday,March 24,March 24,March 24,March 24,March 24ththththth 2007 at 6:30pm 2007 at 6:30pm 2007 at 6:30pm 2007 at 6:30pm 2007 at 6:30pm
At St. Stephen Lutheran Church
8400 France Avenue, Bloomington MN 55431

You will enjoy an elegant prime rib dinner, a live auction, dancing and
the music of the amazing Swing Beat Band!

TTTTTickets are $35 per personickets are $35 per personickets are $35 per personickets are $35 per personickets are $35 per person

 

Please send a check payable
to Kaleidoscope to:

2504 Columbus Ave S
Minneapolis, MN  55404
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