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Gardens, Hope, and Possibilities �
The University of Minnesota Landscape Arboretum Partnership

By Quendy Raymond, Executive Director

Thursdays this summer are our dirtiest, albeit most fun, days of the week because each class gets the opportunity to
spend two hours outside working and learning in the garden.  Last week they made pollen cards and squished tomatoes
with their feet to get a closer look at tomato seeds.  This week they will learn about mini-garden beasts and put worms
into their individual garden plots, which enable their plants to grow up big and strong.  The Children�s Garden program is
innovative and unique.

Children�s Garden is a partnership between Kaleidoscope and the
University of Minnesota Landscape Arboretum.  This summer
marks the thirteenth year of this unique collaboration.  The
equation for its success is quite simple: Kaleidoscope supplies
eager and enthusiastic children from the Summer Kids program,
the Arboretum brings engaging and talented instructors, staff,
and volunteers who teach the children about science, nature,
and nutrition through hands-on gardening instruction and
stations, and the staff and members of Messiah Lutheran Church
generously donate garden space and are avid supporters of the
program.

This partnership is invaluable and strengthens the programming
and missions of each organization by supplying resources that
each organization would not have on their own.  The Arboretum
is located a half an hour away from Kaleidoscope and part of its
mission relates to public education about horticulture and the
environment.  Because of its location it is difficult for the
Arboretum to serve inner city children and families.  They value outreach and diversity and reach out to inner city
communities through their urban garden outreach programs.  They bring their staff, curriculum, passion, and expertise to
a handful of communities in the Twin Cities.  �Kaleidoscope is our longest standing urban partnership because of the
commitment of the Kaleidoscope staff and due to the endorsement and support of the Messiah Lutheran Church
congregation,� explained Tim Kenny, the Director of Education at the Arboretum.  Tim has been involved in the
collaboration since its inception and he helps fuels the partnership with his passion, humor, and insight.  Kaleidoscope
benefits immensely by being able to provide the children and youth of our programs with quality, entertaining, and
enriching experiences in the garden and without the Arboretum as a partner we would not be able to provide this
essential piece of our Summer Kids program.

On top of the Children�s Garden program, the Arboretum and Kaleidoscope have partnered since 1998 to provide over
thirty youth each summer with employment opportunities working in the garden through the City Fresh program.  Youth
between the ages of twelve to sixteen work in a variety of groups that each focus on a different entrepreneurial aspect.
This summer the City Fresh crews are creating and selling flower arrangements, harvesting and selling produce from the
garden, and taking pictures of blooming flowers and garden activities to use for brochures and other marketing
materials.  Kiara Williams has been working in the City Fresh program for six years and explained �each year you get the
opportunity to do a new job and you never know what to expect�.  She said this keeps her coming back year after year.
After the youth complete the City Fresh program and are at least sixteen years old they move up to working directly for
the Arboretum as Teacher�s Assistants and Communication staff. ...continued on page 2

Aboretum Staff teaching about decomposers
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And the Grand Total is�
The Spring Benefit �An Evening in Casablanca� hosted by
St. Stephen Lutheran Church in Bloomington raised over
$15,000 for the Summer Kids program.  Many thanks St.
Stephen Lutheran Church, the organizing committee,
volunteers, Central Minneapolis Chapter of Thrivent
Financial, Kaleidoscope Board of Directors, benefit attend-
ees and supporters for all of their hard work and dedica-
tion.  The event was splendid, beautiful, and a lot of fun
and we hope you will join us for next year�s annual
fundraiser.

...continued from page 1

These partnerships have created a pipeline of children
that grow up each summer amongst the plants in the
garden, then as teenagers get to explore creative aspects
of the business world by selling their garden wares, and
as young adults work for the Arboretum and receive top
notch employment and life experience.  In an age when
baby boomers are retiring at record numbers and there is
concern about having enough educated and qualified
workers to take their place, the partnership that exists
between the Arboretum and Kaleidoscope serves as an
unique and successful model of a system that provides
urban, diverse youth with endless opportunities to expand
their horizons.  The seeds of prosperity and hope are
planted within the hearts and minds of the children and
youth served in the Arboretum sponsored programs and
the blossoms that grow are inspirational.

The Impact of Kaleidoscope
By Maria Cooper, Program Director

Many of our families return year after year, bringing with
them younger family members to join the Kaleidoscope
community.  A few families have been involved with
Kaleidoscope for over a decade and have watched their
children learn and grow while attending our Kids� Place,
Youth Village, and Summer Kids programs until they were
old enough to join our work force as a Teachers�
Assistants, Office Assistants, and City Fresh workers.
 
I was lucky to have the opportunity to interview the Hart
family, whose five children have been involved in
Kaleidoscope programs during their elementary, middle
and high school years. I interviewed Beth Hart, their
mother, as well as her children who now attend Summer
Kids, work as an Office Assistant and work in the City
Fresh Photography group.
 
When asked how Kaleidoscope has impacted her family,
Beth replied, �It has taught my older children about
responsibility and working at a job. It is a place for my
younger children to go during the summer that gives them
a variety of opportunities they normally wouldn�t have at

home. They are able to meet new kids as well as
reconnect with kids they only get to see during the
summer.�
 
Because all five of the Hart children are involved in every
aspect of our summer programs, I had to search the
building in order to connect with each of them. I found
Shannon, the youngest, in her classroom doing a reading
activity.  I asked her what she likes about Kaleidoscope
and she said, �It helps me get a good education and it is
fun.� I went to the classroom next door to find Billy, the
second youngest sibling and asked why his family chooses
to return to Kaleidoscope every year. He said, �It helps my

mom out because
she has a lot of
kids to take care
of at her home
day care and
Kaleidoscope is a
good place for
kids. We get to
keep on learning
something new
every year.�

 
I found Sabrina and Stephanie attending a City Fresh
meeting and was able to ask for their perspectives on how
Kaleidoscope has impacted their family. Sabrina said, �It
has given my brother and sisters a safe place to go to
learn, to stay on top of school work so they don�t forget
what they learned at school and to burn some energy.� �It
is a fun, friendly and welcoming place for us to be.�
Stephanie said, �It has given my family more to do this
summer and provides a place for Sabrina and I to get
work experience and make some money. It�s a great
learning experience for everyone.�

Samantha, the oldest in the family, spent last school year
working as a Teacher�s Assistant and this summer is
working as the Summer Kids Office Assistant.  She brings
wisdom and experience to her position and has
participated in every aspect of Kaleidoscope programming.
It has been a pleasure to see her grow and mature each
year as she takes on new roles and responsibilities.  In
the fall, she will be attending college and will be greatly
missed at Kaleidoscope.
 
We are blessed to be able to reach out to families and
provide them with quality and nurturing programs.
Working with the Hart children serves as a constant
reminder of why we work tirelessly to maintain a
stimulating and safe environment for two hundred
children and youth that are apart of the Kaleidoscope
community each year.  The experiences of the Hart family
demonstrate that the positive impacts that one
organization can have on a family are infinite.

The Hart Family
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A Day Out of
the Office
On Thursday, July
19th, 2007 the
Executive Team from
Carlson Hotels
Worldwide
volunteered for the
day at Kaleidoscope.
They took the day
off work and stepped away from the high paced business
world and stepped into the equally high paced world of
our Summer Kids program.  Throughout the day they
assisted teachers in the classrooms, helped with lessons in
the Children�s Garden, and ended the day with hosting the
summer birthday party for the 100 Summer Kids children.
We thank them for their commitment, support, and
encouragement of the work we do to provide safe,
structured, and nurturing programs to inner city children
and youth.  If you are interested in a group volunteer
experience, please contact Katie Knopff, our Volunteer
Coordinator, at (612) 871-9268.

Meals in the Field
By Katie Knopff, Volunteer Coordinator

Summer Kids is in full swing and we are having a blast!
One of the highlights of the program is our weekly field
trips.  This summer we have been fortunate enough to
have volunteer groups provide lunches for almost every
field trip!  Our volunteer lunch group providers are
priceless because they remove a lot of stress from the
staff � instead of worrying about making and transporting
100 lunches to a field trip site, staff can focus on keeping
track of 100 children.  Our lunch groups typically prepare
bag lunches ahead of time and bring them to the field trip
site.  The volunteers hand out the lunches and then sit
and eat with us, which gives them a chance to get to
know our children and staff.  We have had some awesome
groups this summer!  A huge thank you to the St.
Andrew�s Lutheran Church Moms and Teens, Peace
Lutheran Church, St. Andrew�s Lutheran Church Youth
Group, and the Twins� Wives Organization!  We could not
have done it without you!

We are looking for volunteer groups to provide dinner for
our Families Together events for the 2007-2008 school
year.  Our Families Together events happen once a month,
and are an opportunity for families to share a meal and
participate in a fun activity with Kaleidoscope staff,
volunteers, and other families.  Volunteer groups are
asked to prepare and serve dinner, and assist staff with
cleanup afterwards.  Individual dates will vary, but
volunteers are generally needed from 4:30-7:00pm.
Please call Katie, our Volunteer Coordinator at (612) 871-
9268 if you are interested in serving a meal for Families
Together.

Registration for Kids� Place (K-5th grade)
and Youth Village (6th-8th grade) begins for

Returning Families: Monday, August 20th

and New Families: Monday, August 27th

Forms will be available in the office and on our
website at www.kaleidoscope-kids.org.

Carlson Hotels Worldwide Executive Team

City of Minneapolis Collaboration
Strengthens and Supports
Kaleidoscope Youth
By Karen Beamon, Youth Staff Supervisor

Kaleidoscope strives to create valuable collaborations
which benefit the children, youth, and families we serve.
The City of Minneapolis runs the Younger Youth Step-Up
Program and the Business Partners Mentorship Program.
For the last five years Kaleidoscope has partnered with
the City of Minneapolis to offer six youth opportunities to
work at Kaleidoscope as Teacher�s Assistants (TA�s) for the
summer.  Once the youth are placed at Kaleidoscope, the
City of Minneapolis provides a city employee to serve as a
mentor to each youth over the course of the summer.  The
mentors help establish positive relationships with the
youth, help to encourage good work habits, reinforce the
connection between education and workplace success,
and serve as a resource for youth workers� questions and/
or concerns.  Both the Step-Up and Business Mentor
programs have been huge assets for Kaleidoscope and
have provided us with an unlimited amount of support.

On Tuesday July 10th, the TA�s met their business mentors
for the first time and the mentors graciously treated the
TA�s to lunch.  Each group had a blast learning about each
other.  The TA�s this year are all students of color and
ironically the entire group of business partners are all
people of color too!  What a great experience for the TA�s
to be able to utilize their mentors for education and
employment guidance, as well as to be able to discuss
their perspectives about diversity and race!  Two weeks
later the TA�s got the opportunity to visit their mentors at
the City of Minneapolis offices and received a tour of the
Drug Lab.  This opportunity gave them a firsthand account
of the importance of developing good work habits and the
necessity of having high school and college degrees.

Teacher�s Assistants and their Mentors taking a tour
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Upcoming EventsUpcoming EventsUpcoming EventsUpcoming EventsUpcoming Events
August 8th - Arboretum Field Trip
August 9th - End of Summer Potluck Picnic

from 4pm-6pm
August 9th - Last day of Summer Kids!
September 10th - Kids� Place and Youth

Village begin.
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StaffStaffStaffStaffStaff
Ki

d
s 

in
 V

ie
w

 

Kaleidoscope Place Board of DirectorsKaleidoscope Place Board of DirectorsKaleidoscope Place Board of DirectorsKaleidoscope Place Board of DirectorsKaleidoscope Place Board of Directors
Laura Weghorst-Chair, Linda Olson-Co-Chair, Karen Ploetz-Secretary, Jocelyn Palmer-Treasurer,

Leslie Bell Pashalek, Roxanne Cunningham, Tom Gustafson, Dorothy Tate, Donley Johnson

Sign up for our Kids in View eNewsletter at
www.kaleidoscope-kids.org/newsletters

Urgent Donation NeedsUrgent Donation NeedsUrgent Donation NeedsUrgent Donation NeedsUrgent Donation Needs
� Backpacks and school supplies for

our families.
� Hotdogs, hamburger patties, buns,

and beverages for the End of
Summer Potluck Picnic on Thursday,
August 9th.

Call us at (612) 871-9268 to let us
know you are bringing donations.


