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Minneapolis Public Schools—
Expect Great Things!
By Quendy Raymond, Executive Director

So often when I see and hear anything about the
Minneapolis Public School District it is negative.  Countless
media stories focus in on the district’s tribulations.  Very
infrequently do we learn about the countless successes of
the largest school district in the state.  The mission of the
district is to ensure that all students learn.  They support
students’ growth into knowledgeable, skilled and confident
citizens capable of succeeding in their work, personal and
family lives into the 21st century.

For nearly 10 years Kaleidoscope and the Area Learning Center (ALC) department of the district have
partnered to provide quality and enriching after school and summer programs for students.  Last year
Minneapolis Public Schools was Kaleidoscope’s second largest supporter, after the McKnight Foundation, of our
programs.  We received over $38,000 from the district and would not have been able to operate our Kids’
Place, Youth Village, or Summer Kids programs without their consistent guidance, encouragement, and
funding.

Lorraine Rhodes-Dix is the energetic and knowledgeable Coordinator of the Area Learning Center department.
She oversees the work of the community organizations that provide out-of-school time services to
Minneapolis students.  “The ALC office is proud to have Kaleidoscope as a community partner.  They truly
believe in the holistic approach to educating our children and we are grateful to be in partnership with them”
explained Lorraine.

Kaleidoscope’s programs complement the work being done by Minneapolis Public Schools each day.  When
our students arrive at Kaleidoscope we continue where their teachers left off with the goal of building upon
their school day learning.  We appreciate the dedication of the district to their students and their value of the
work we do to enhance their mission.  I look forward to the next decade of partnership with Minneapolis
Publics Schools and the Area Learning Center office.  Together we can celebrate the accomplishments and
success of the future citizens that we have helped to learn and grow.

Kaleidoscope Place is Very Proud to Announce:

We Are Official!

Kaleidoscope Place officially became recognized as a 501(c)(3) a couple of weeks ago!  The Board of
Directors, stakeholders, Messiah and Our Saviour’s Lutheran Churches, and staff have been working on the
goal of Kaleidoscope becoming its own nonprofit for the last four years.  To see this goal come to fruition
overwhelms us with joy and pride.  We look forward to accomplishing many more goals to strengthen the
organization with the purpose of carrying out our mission to provide a creative, educational, and nurturing

environment for children and yourh to learn and grow in character and community.

Matt teaching his K-1 class
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Enduring Partnerships.  Simply Amazing.
by Maria Cooper, Program Director

When one works or volunteers within a non-profit
organization, they realize how much the success of
children’s programming relies on the kindness and support
of people in the community. There are many congregations
who support us each year and help make Kaleidoscope a
safe and nurturing environment for the children we serve. It
is difficult to choose just one congregation to highlight, but
there is one church that stands out because they have been
supporting Kaleidoscope almost as long as we have been
serving children.

Our partnership with St. Philip the Deacon began about 25
years ago when they contacted Messiah Lutheran Church,
asking if they needed any volunteers. As members of St.
Philip began volunteering at Messiah, they became
acquainted with Kaleidoscope, its programs and most
importantly the children. As more volunteers from St. Philip
helped out at Kaleidoscope, they fell in love with our
programs, our children and our mission.

I had the opportunity to visit with Valerie Strand who has
been a pastor at St. Philip the Deacon for the past eighteen
years. She spoke very eloquently about the mission of her
congregation and explained the importance of supporting
programs who serve youth in the Twin Cities. She said, “We
know you take care of the kids. We know you do your jobs
each day with love and integrity. Kids everywhere need
guidance and attention because we live in a very
complicated world.” I asked her why the congregation
continues to support Kaleidoscope each year. She said,
“Kids can be helped with money, but it’s not everything. We
have a role that we can provide financial support, but you
can’t just throw money at a program. It’s the love, the faith,
and the need to help and support the kids that keeps us
involved.” I also asked how the congregation benefits from
volunteering and supporting Kaleidoscope. She responded,
“The volunteers love knowing that they are having a positive
impact in the life of a child and this makes the volunteer
experience very satisfying for everyone.”

After visiting with Pastor Valerie, I was able to connect with
Karen Ploetz, a member of the congregation and a
Kaleidoscope Place Board member. Through her study
group at St. Philip, she began volunteering at Messiah
Lutheran Church. While at Messiah, she made connections
with Kaleidoscope staff members who were looking for

volunteers to work with the children.  Over the past twelve
years, Karen has been coming back to Kaleidoscope to
volunteer during our summer and after school programs. I
have often heard Karen refer to the kids at Kaleidoscope as

her “grandchildren.” She
never comes through our
doors empty handed, but
instead asks us for help
unloading bags of snacks
and school supplies,
donated by members of
the St. Philip
congregation. I asked
Karen why she and other
St. Philip volunteers
continue to support
Kaleidoscope. She
replied, “They have seen
many positive changes in
the children, such as,
improved social and

academic skills, as well as, more family involvement. It’s
exciting to see the kids grow up, build positive values, and
develop into good citizens.”

While visiting with Karen, she shared a memorable moment
from her volunteer experiences at Kaleidoscope. “Many
years ago, the children at Kaleidoscope didn’t enjoy reading
books. One day, an organization donated a box of new
books for the children to read and enjoy. The staff decided
that each child would take home four books to read and
share with their families. Once the books made it into the
6th grade classroom, two boys had a particularly difficult
time choosing their books. They both wanted the same
book and started a fight over who should get it. We all
know that fighting isn’t allowed at Kaleidoscope, but it was
funny because the children who didn’t like reading were
actually fighting over a book they both wanted to read.” This
is just one example of how volunteers from St. Philip build
memories, connections, and life long relationships with the
children at Kaleidoscope. It’s difficult to know who you are
helping unless you are physically present, getting to know
the children, watching them grow and helping them
navigate life’s hurdles. By being a positive influence in the
lives of the children at Kaleidoscope, the St. Philip
volunteers and children are very blessed. Karen said, “They
are all good kids with unlimited potential. We need to
support them because they are the future of the Twin
Cities.”

Holiday Catalog FundraiserHoliday Catalog FundraiserHoliday Catalog FundraiserHoliday Catalog FundraiserHoliday Catalog Fundraiser
Included in this edition of Kids in View is our annual Holiday Catalog.  It allows you to purchase greeting cards for the

holidays that were made by Kaleidoscope children and youth.  You may purchase cards for yourself or have us mail them
to your friends and loved ones for you.  Also, you can simply use the order form to make a donation to Kaleidoscope
Place.  Our goal is to raise $2,000 this holiday season to benefit the children and youth of Kaleidoscope.

Please join us in celebrating this holiday season by purchasing Kaleidoscope Place Holiday greeting cards!

Jeanna, an America Reads tutor,
and Semaj reading together
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“We CAN Make a Difference”

This fall, the children at Kaleidoscope Place have been busy
learning about junk mail and how they can eliminate it at
home. Each week the classrooms have been participating in
a junk mail collection competition. Every Friday, the
classrooms weigh and measure their junk mail to see who
has collected the most. It is amazing how much junk mail
one household receives in a week. So far we have
encouraged 15 families to opt out of receiving junk mail. In
November, we will be dedicating our theme time each day
to learning about recycling specific items such as paper,
glass, metal and plastic. We will also learn important
information about recycling such as rules and regulations,
recycling processes and the positive environmental impacts
of recycling.

Please help us collect the following items so we can be
creative and make fun art projects! Make sure you bring in
at least 50 of the item you are collecting to ensure that we
have enough supplies for our art projects.

Bottle caps (plastic and metal) ] Buttons ] Bubble wrap
Paper towel tubes ] Poster tubes ] Pop can tabs

Plastic pop can rings ] 1 gallon milk jugs ] Twist ties
Baby food jars ] Safety Pins

Everything should be washed and/or clean.

Kaleidoscope Reaches Out to the
Community
By Karen Beamon, Youth Programs Coordinator

“We make a living by what we do, but we make a life by
what we give.” —Winston Churchill

For years, Kaleidoscope Place has taken pride in the work,
and energy that our volunteers bring us.  They are huge
assets for our organization, and truly affect our
programming.  How wonderful it is for us to encourage our
students to turn around and give back to their community.
Just as volunteers are special and valuable to us, they are
valuable, and a “very important limited resource” to
Ebenezer, a local organization that serves older adults.

For the past two years now, Vicki McNabb, in Resident
Services, has given Kaleidoscope children and youth a
chance to give back to their community by volunteering their
time with residents at Ebenezer. Volunteering at Ebenezer
has been very beneficial to both the Kaleidoscope students
and the older adults they are paired with.  The children are
given a chance to be leaders, and for some of the residents
“they get a chance at grandparenting”.  The residents really
enjoy the various activities we do.  Not all take part in the
activities for the week.  One resident in particular doesn’t
like bingo day, but enjoys the 4th-5th grade reading and
crafts day.  She stated, “Now that works for me!”   We take
pride in fostering the love of community service in our
Kaleidoscope children and youth.

Demetrius, a Youth Village student,
volunteering at Ebenezer

Ahmed and Jamal talking to the Green Guardian at a Community
Safety event sponsored by Kaleidoscope Place, Messiah Lutheran

Church, and Augsburg Fairview Academy

Embracing and Building
By Katie Knopff, Volunteer Coordinator

Over the years, Kaleidoscope Place has partnered with many churches, schools, and other organizations.  This year, we
would like to continue to embrace those partnerships and begin to build some new ones.  We have many church groups
who contribute time, money and other donations to our various programs throughout the year.  We would like to continue to
expand these partnerships by spending more time working directly with these service groups.  Would your church like to
hear more about Kaleidoscope Place?  Our staff would love to come out and speak to your congregation during an adult
forum, table between services, or speak to a youth or adult group.  We are also seeking groups to volunteer at our monthly
Families Together events.  Groups provide and prepare dinner, take some time to socialize with families and staff during the
meal, then assist staff with cleanup.  This opportunity is great for groups of all ages!  If you are interested in hearing more
about group volunteering opportunities at Kaleidoscope Place, please call Katie at (612) 871-9268 or email her at
volcoord@kaleidoscope-kids.org. 



2504 Columbus Avenue South
Minneapolis, MN 55404-4432
612-871-9268
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If you would like to stop receiving this publication,
please call Matt at 612-871-9268. Thank you.

KaleidoscopeKaleidoscopeKaleidoscopeKaleidoscopeKaleidoscope
Place StaffPlace StaffPlace StaffPlace StaffPlace Staff

Quendy Raymond, Executive Director
Maria Cooper, Program Director

Katie Knopff, Volunteer Coordinator
Matt Christenson,

Information Technology Officer
Karen Beamon,

Youth Programs Coordinator

Teachers
Karen Beamon

Matt Christenson
Talaea Rosenbloom

Ashley Williams

Teacher’s Assistants
Fardowsa Aden   Joey Duren

Sabrina Hart   Ericka Robinson
Miriam Pederson

Upcoming EventsUpcoming EventsUpcoming EventsUpcoming EventsUpcoming Events
November 5th - Kaleidoscope Closed.
November 17th (Saturday!) - Families Together -

Hayride and Bonfire at Bunker Hills in
Andover from 1pm- 4pm

November 21st-23rd - Kaleidoscope Closed.
December 18th - Families Together - Holiday Party.
December 24th-31st - Kaleidoscope Closed.
January 1st-4th - Kaleidoscope Closed.

 

Kaleidoscope Place Board of DirectorsKaleidoscope Place Board of DirectorsKaleidoscope Place Board of DirectorsKaleidoscope Place Board of DirectorsKaleidoscope Place Board of Directors
Laura Weghorst-Chair, Linda Olson-Co-Chair, Karen Ploetz-Secretary, Jocelyn Palmer-Treasurer,

Leslie Bell Pashalek, Roxanne Cunningham, Tom Gustafson, Dorothy Tate, Donley Johnson

Sign up for our monthly
Kids in View eNewsletter at

www.kaleidoscope-kids.org/newsletters
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Donation Needs!Donation Needs!Donation Needs!Donation Needs!Donation Needs!
Polaroid 600 Film

Juice and Juice Boxes
Healthy Snacks:

Granola Bars, fruit, trail mix,
cheese and crackers, yogurt/gogurt,

low sugar cereals, milk,
and cereal bars.


